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INTRODUCTION. 


The  circumstances  which  gave  rise  to  this  mission  of  Elder 
Hyde  are  quite  peculiar  and  extraordinary  ;  and  in  an  Ameri- 
can publication  are  thus  described  by  himself: — "Something 
near  eight  years  ago,  Joseph  Smith  a  prophet  and  servant  of 
the  Mos^High  God,  did  predict  upon  my  head,  that  I  should 
yet  go  to  the  city  of  Jerusalem,  and  be  a  watchman  unto  the 
house  of  Israel,  and  perform  a  work  there  which  would  great- 
ly facilitate  the  gatheiing  together  of  that  people  :  the  particu- 
lars of  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  mention  lieie. 

"Year  after  yeai  has  passed  away  since  that  period,  and 
my  labors  in  the  ministry  have  been  confined  to  the  Gen- 
tiles on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic. 

"In  the  early  part  of  Maich  last  (1840,)  I  retired  to  my  bed 
one  evening  as  usual,  and  while  contemplating  and  enquiring 
out,  in  my  own  mind,  the  field  of  my  ministeral  labors  for 
the  then  coming  season,  the  vision  of  the  Lord,  like  clouds  of 
light  burst  upon  my  view.  The  cities  ofLondon,  Amsteidani, 
Constantinople,  and  Jerusalem  all  appeared  in  succession  be- 
fore ms  ;  and  the  Spirit  said  unto  me,  'Here  are  many  of  the 
children  of  Abraham  whom  I  will  gather  to  the  land  that  I 
gave  to  their  fathers,  and  here  also  is  the  field  of  your  la- 
bors.' 

"A  strict  observance  of  the  movements  of  the  Jews,  and  a 
careful  examination  of  their  faith  relative  to  their  expected 
Messiah — the  setting  up  of  his  kingdom  among  them,  and  the 
overthrow  of  the  present  kingdoms  and  governments  of  the 
Gentiles,  will  serve  to  open  the  eyes  of  many  of  the  uncircum- 
cised,  when  faithfully  laid  before  them,  that  the  great  day  of 
the  Lord  comes  not  upon  them  unawares  as  a  thief. 

"Take,  therefore,  proper  credentials  fiom  my  people,  your 
brethren,  and  also  from  the  governor  of  your  state,  with  the 
seal  of  authority  thereon,  and  go  ye  forth  to  the  cities  which 
have  been  shown  unto  you,  and  declare  these  v.'ortls  unto  Ju- 
dah,  and  say  : — '  Blow  ye  the  trumpet  in  the  land  :  cry  gather 
together  ;  and  say,  assemble  yourselves,  and  let  us  go  into  the 
defenced  cities.  Let  the  standard  be  reared  towards  Zion. — 
Retire  !  stay  not  ;  for  I  will  biing  evil  from  the  nyrth  and  a 
great  destruction.  The  lion  is  come  up  from  his  thicket,  and 
the  destroyer  of  the  Gentiles  is  ou    his  way,  he  is    gone  forth 


T  INTaOOUCTIOir. 

(roni  hill  pinrr  to  make  (liy  Innd  dccolntr,  nnci  iliy  •  iti<  n  «liull 
lio  laid  wiiHto  \vi(liout.iiih.it>ilaiilf.  .^p<>nk  yr  romrorlnbly  to 
JcruKaloin,  and  cry  unto  her  tliat  lier  vvnrfjrR  in  arcoinptiiihcd 
— that  her  iniquity  i*  p.irdoiipd,  fur  she  hnlh  recrivcd  at  the 
hord'N  hiind  duuliln  for  all  her  lint.  Let  your  warning  voice 
Ijo  heard  niiion|;  the  (icutirt**  nii  you  pa«*,  and  rnll  ye  upon 
thciii  ill  my  ii  itiin  for  nid  and  for  nM!ii<itnnce.  With  you  it 
innttcn'th  nut  wlinlhcr  it  l>e  little  or  niiK:li;  hut  to  iiic  it  bclong- 
itli  to  hIipw  I'avor  unto  lln-m  who  chow  favor  unto  you. — 
Murmur  not,  ihrrofore,  neither  he  ye  sorrowful  that  the  peo- 
ple are  xlow  to  hear  your  pt'tition;  hut  du  ax  has  been  told  you. 
All  things  shall  woik  lo^rfthor  for  your  good  if  you  arc  humble 
andkecp  my  rotiimnndiiicntx;  fur  it  must  necd.i  he  th:tt  aif 
men  he  \vf\  without  excuse,  tliat  a  righteous  retribution  may 
he  awarded  to  all.' 

".Many  other  things  were  ^hown  and  told  mo  iu  the  virion 
which  will  he  made  public  at  llic  propoi  time  and  place.-*.  The 
vi.'iion  continued  opL>n  fur  a  number  of  hour«,  that  I(did  not 
c-lose  my  eyes  in  sleep." 

In  obedience  to  the  foregoing.  Elder  Hyde  proceeded  to  lay 
the  circumstances  before  the  authorities  of  the  church,  and 
before  the  governor  of  the  state  of  Illinois,  who  gave  their 
hearty  sanction  to  tlie  mission,  and  from  whom  he  obtained  the 
following  documents  : — 

f.rtler  of  rotnmrnd'ition  from  tkr  Confertnre  at  Smti'on.  to  F.ldirx  Onion 

Hyde  and  John  K.  J'av,  afipoinlini;  and  confirming  thtir  appointment 

to  the  work  irhereuntn  thry  hare  been  called. 
"To  all  pro|iIi'  unto  wlioin  tlicse  j>rciicut«  sliitll  come,    C^rektinp. 

lie  i(^  known  tlinC  \vc,  itic  cniutiuiii-d  nutliorilicv  nl'itie  Cliurrh  of  Jesun 
I'tirlst  ori.ntlcr  D.'iv  S.iintn,  iu.tcinl)1i-(l  in  Coiirc-reuc<\  nt  Nniivon,  llai<. 
rnc  k  connly,  onil  Sintc  ol'IllinniM,  on  iIiIm  HiMh  tiny  of  April,  in  the  M-nr 
ofuiir  1.01(1,  one  lli.n:  cinil  i'Jt:Itt  liuiiilrrj  iiiui  lorlv,  I'oiiiiiiirr  nn  important 
rren'  bI  linml — itii  uvcnt  involving  l!ir  iiitrrcat  aiiti  rnlo  ofthe  Grntilv 
nitllon*  thnniiilioiii  ilic  world.  I'roiii  the  «i°us  oniie  ii!ni-«,  and  from  lic- 
I'lnrnlionM  contnined  ia  the  orarlpu  of  Go<l,  we  arr  fnrn-d  to  coinr  to  ihiH 
r.oRcliision.  Tlit-  .iLWinli  mbIIuii  Iiiivc  Iiccii  HCntlcriHl  alirond  ainone  thi- 
(imtiles  lor  a  l(ip«  period  ;  mid,  in  oiir  <-atiiiiatinn,  tlic  time  of  tliu  com- 
nienceiiient  of  their  rptnrn  to  llip  "holy  land"  liaji  nln-ady  arrived. 

An  tliis  srattirrd  and  pcrdcruteil  pcoplt*  arc  %et  atn<ing  llic  ({'ntiU-a  an  n 
>''4n  unto  (lu-iii  urilii;  vccimd  coming  uf  tlir  Mc^niaii,  aTid  al.to,  ortlip  otit- 
llii'dw  ofllic  prcAcnt  l;ill!;^lu:n^<  and  Kovirinnciil;)  ol' llie  carlli  hy  tlic  po> 
tcniv,'  oriils  Almiflity  ar.n,  in  nraltiTiiis:  faiiiinf  nnd  I'csiilciu-u  like  lli.- 
Irotft  and  dhows  ot  winter,  and  in  sending  the  sword,  with  nation  ajjniiiKt 
nation  to  l):itlio  it  in  ciicU  utUcrii  ldou<l ;  it  in  highly  inipnrtanl,  in  onr 
.  ii;)inion,  tllat  the  prt-sout  vicwa  and  niovciiu-iita  ul'thi'  Jewish  people  Ih- 
koii^tht  nflrr  anil  laid  luTorc  the  .\n-.rrirnn  people  fur  i heir  c'or.sidriHtiiir., 
their  ]irufit  and  their  lisirnin); :  rieliiiK  it  to  lie  our  duly  to  empin;.  (lie 
most  cilicicnt  nie<iiis  in  our  power  to  nave  the  rkilldriMi  of  men  from  the 
"ahontinntin!!  thtit  iiinkctli  desnlutc,"  wc  tinve,  by  tlie  roun.ifl  of  the  Ho- 
ly dpiril,nppoiiit."l  Ehlcru  Orson  llvdi-  nnd  John  E.  Pnpc,  the  bearer*  of 
lliese  pri-denis,  fiulifiil  and  woiihy  mininter«  of  Jenun  ChriKt,  to  bo  our 
.■^■■nt''  and  ^e;>r^^i.  iu;itivua  in  foreign    landa,  to  vi»ii  l!ii'  i-t:.is  <.r  T.ondiin, 

..wtts-duM,  I'oii^it'iMtinopli- and  Jcrii.<alein,  anil    iiN.i  .  '  u'!i 

I  .•  ■    in:iv  dee.n    eip-iiicnt ;   lo  coiivcr-'C  with    thi-  ,  lU 

-.1.  ■>  '.f  the  Jew..-,  a-jd  oOttUn  f.-om  tUc:n  nil  the  info'   ■   •  .uj 


larnoiiCcrloN.  t 

communicate  the  same  to  some  jirincipal   papers  for  publication,  that  it 
may  have  a  general  circulation  tlirousliout  the  United  States. 

As  Messrs.  Ilydeand  i\ige  have  willinfjly  and  cheerriilly  accepted  t!ic 
appointment  to  become  our  servants  and  the  servants  of  the  public  in  dis- 
iMiit  and  I'lireitiu  countries  for  Olirist's  salie,  we  do  confidently  recommend 
them  to  all  religious  and  cliristian  people,  and  to  ladies  and  gentlemen 
making  no  jjrofesslon,  as  worthy  members  of  society,  possessing  niucli 
fccal  to  promote  the  happiness  of  mankind  ;  fully  believing  that  they  will 
be  forward  to  render  them  all  the  pecuniary  aid  tliey  need,  to  accomplish 
this  laborious  and  haz.-i.rdous  mission,  for  the  general  good  of  the  human 
family.  Ministers  of  every  denomination  upon  'wiicm  these  genlleuKii 
shall  call,  are  requested  to  hold  up  their  hands,  and  aid  them  by  their  in- 
fluence, with  an  assurjinee  that  sach  as  do  this  shall  have  the  prayers  and 
blessings  of  a  "poor  and  afflicted  people,"  who  have  tested  the  depth* 
of  their  sincerity,  and  love  for  their  religion,  by  the  sacrifice  of  their 
blood  upon  a  land,  shadowed  by  the  stripes  and  stars  of  political  and  re- 
ligious liberty. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  the  time  and  place  before  mentioned." 

(Signed)  JOSEPH  SMITH,  Ju.,Cu.viKMAK. 

Ro3i;HT  B.  fiiojipsoM,  Clerk. 

From  the   Governor  of  Illinoisj 

QUlxNCY,  Illinois,  April  3Cth,  1640. 
Having  been  informed  that  the  Ilevd's.  Orson  Hyde  and  .lohn  E.  Page 
elders  in  the  church  denominated  Latter  Day  Saints,  are  about  to  depart 
on  their  mission  to  Europe — and  having  heard  the  former  gentleman 
preach — and  having  been  made  acquainted  to  some  extent  with  the  char- 
acters of  both,  itafiOrds  me  pleasure  to  say,  that  I  was  much  pleased  with 
(he sermon  delivered  by  Mr.  Hyde  ;  and  the  reputations  of  both,  gentle'- 
men  for  talents  and  chrislian-like  deportment,  so  far  as  I  have  been  niade 
scquainted,  are  unexceptionable;  and  as  such,  believe  them  to  be  enti- 
tled to  the  respect  and  kind  treatment  of  all. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  CARLIN,  ^-'?1 

Governor  of  Illinois. 


UNITED  STATES  OF  NORTH  AMERICA,         }  ,^ 

State  of  iLLiKOiSji 
I,  Alexander  P.  Field,  Secretarv  of  State,  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  one  of 
Ihe  United  States  of  North  America,  and  keeper  of  the  great  seal  of  said 
State,  do  hereby  certify  that  Thomas  Carlin,  who  took  and  signed  the 
foregoing  certiiicate,  is  now,  and  was  at  the  time  of  signing  the  same. 
Governor  of  the  State  aforesaid,  duly  elected  and  qualified  to  oflice,  with 
iiill  power  by  the  laws  of  tins  State  to  issue  certificates  as  aforesaid  ;  that 
caid  certiiicate  is  in  due  form  of  law,  and  that  full  faitii  and  credit  are 
<iuc  his  olliiial  attestations. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  ham., 
and  the  great  seal  of  Slate,  at  the  city  of  Springfiela. 
this  twentv-second  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our 
'  Lord  one  {housand  eight"  hundred  and  forty,  and  oJ 
the  Independence  of  llic  United  iStates^  the  si.\ty> 
fourth. 

(Signed.)  A.  F.  FIELD, 

Secretory  of  State." 
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LETTER  I. 


Trieste,  January  Is/,  18'12. 
Deah  Brethiien  of  the  Twelve  : — 

As  tlu'  biusliinji  orb  of  li^ht  from  his  eastern  temple  sends 
forlli,  lliis  inorning,  over  Alpine  heights,  his  streanjing  col- 
umns of  £Xoltl<-*fi  brightness  to  greet  ihe  c.  rth  with  a  happy 
new  year,  welcuuie  its  arriv.il,  and  crowi.  it  with  a  celestial 
radiance,  I  might  he  justly  charged  with  jngratiludo  towards 
n  gracioijs  and  merciful  Providence,  and  a  want  of  gene* 
rosity  and  reciprocal  kindness  towards  my  nrelhrcn,  did 
1  neglect  to  acknowledge  the  kind  aid  and  protection  which 
heaven  lias  granted  me  in  answer  to  your  faith  and  prayers. 
J*ermit  me,  therefore,  to  commence  my  letter  by  wishing 
you  all  "a  l.nppy  new  year  f-''  and  through  you,  allow  me 
to  extend  the  same  wish  to  all  the  saints,  both  in  England 
nnd  America;  but  particularly  to  my  wife  and  dvar  liltk 
rhildrcn. 

I  am  happy  to  improre  the  opportunity,  which  this  hour 
affords,  of  writing  to  you.  and  that  liappmcss  is  increased 
by  a  firm  conviction,  that  a  letter  from  your  unworthy 
brother  in  the  Lord,  will  he  received  by  you  with  a  Iriend- 
ship  and  cordiality  corresponding  to  tiiat  which  now  ani- 
mates my  bosom. 

Since  it  has  pleased  the  Lord  In  grant  unto  me  health 
and  prosperity — to  protect  me  from  the  danger  of  the  cli* 
mates — from  the  plague  and  pestilence  that  have  carried 
death  and  mourning  on  their  wmg,  and  return  nie  again  in 
safely  to  a  land  of  civilized  life  these  things  demand  mv 


highest  graiiiade,  as  well  as  demonstrations  of  praise  an  I 
thanksgiving,  to  His  exalted  name. 

Asa  member,  therefore,  of  your  honorable  quornm,  hear- 
ing, in  common  with  you,  the  responsibility  under  which 
Heaven  has  laid  us,  to  spread  the  word  of  life  among  the 
perishing  nations  of  the  eartii,  allow  me  to  say,  that,  on 
the  21st  of  October  last,  "my  natural  eyes  for  the  first  time 
beheld"  Jerusalem;  and  as  I  gazed  upon  it  and  its  envi- 
rons, the  mountains  and  hiiis  by  which  it  is  surrounded, 
and  considered,  that  this  is  the  stage  upon  which  so  many 
scenes  of  wonder  have  been  acted,  where  prophets  were 
stoned,  and  the  Savior  of  sinners  slain,  a  storm  of  com- 
mingled emotions  suddenly  arose  in  my  breast  the  force  of 
which  was  only  spent  in  a 'profuse  shower  of  tears. 

I  entered  the  city  at  the  west  gate,  and  called  on  Mr. 
Whiting,  one  of  the  American  missionaries  of  that  place, 
to  whom  I  had  a  letter  of  introduction  from  Monsieur  Mur- 
rati  our  consular  agent  at  Jaffa.  Mr,  W.  said,  that  in 
consequence  of  the  unsettled  state  of  his  family,  (having 
just  removed  to  the  house  which  he  then  occupied,)  he  was 
sorry  to  say  it  would  not  be  convenient  for  him  to  invite 
me  to  share  his  hospitality;  bui  very  kindly  went  with  me 
to  the  Latin  Convent,  which  is  a  sort  of  liotel  or  home  for 
strangers,  and  ihere  engaged  for  me  my  board  and  lodging 
at  a  reasonable  compensation,  and  said  that  he  would  keep 
a  little  watch  to  see  that  I  was  w^U  taken  care  of.  This 
■expression  of  kindness  did  not  escape  my  notice. 

After  T  had  been  there  an  hour  or  two,  Mr.  Sherman, 
another  American  missionary,  accompanied  by  a  Mr.  Ga- 
ger,  from  America,  who,  I  think,  was  a  licentiate  from 
the  Presbyterian  or  Congregational  Church,  called  on  me, 
and  after  some  considerable  conversation  upon  the  state  of 
affairs  in  general  in  America,  I  introduced  to  them  the 
subject  of  my  mission  to  that  place  ;  and  obser\'\-'d  that  1 
had  undertaken  to  do  a  good  work  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
and  had  come  there  for  a  righteous  purpose,  and  wished 
their  co-operation  and  friendly  aid.  They  assured  m^e  that 
they  should  be  happy  to  render  me  any  assistance  in  their 
power  to  do  good.  I  thanked  them  for  their  kindness,  and 
observed,  that  as  I  had  had  little  or  no  rest  since  I  left  Bey- 
rout,  I  felt  worn  down  with  faiigue  and  a  want  of  sleep,  as 
well  as  being  almost  overcome  by  the  excessive  heat,  and 
that  I  also  wished  to  arrange  some  documents  which  I  had, 
and  then  I  should  be  happy  to  enjoy  the  privilege  of  an  in- 
terview with  them,  and  with  Mr.  Whiting  at  the  same  time.. 
They  said  they  would  indulge  me  in  my  request  at  almos! 
any  time. 


fhad  sent  up  a  Irngiiiy  rommunication  to  liic  Jews  in 
Cunsiaiitinuplp,  in  llic  French  language,  bul  had  ic.c-rvcd 
A  copy  of  it  in  (lie  (icrnian.  A«;  this  ducunient  n't  forth, 
clearly  and  plainly,  the  ohjrrt  of  my  mission  thrrr,  I  trnns' 
kited  It  into  Kuglirli  in  (irder  that  I  uiight  lay  the  facts 
before  th«'ni  in  as  c!far  liphl  as  pos^jhle. 

Accoriiiii«ly,  nficr  \v<^ried  natnrf  had  iiuficienlly  re |H)sed 
^nder  sl»'e[>'.-.  h.ilniy  and  refreshing  shndr,  I  called  on  Mr. 
Whiting  according  topiovioOs  nrranizeniehtii,  and  ^Jossrs. 
Sherman  and  (jager  soon  canie  in.  Aficr  tiip  umal  sal* 
utations  wtrc  parsed,  and  all  qniftly  sfaltd,  I  rxprcsiscd 
to  thcin  my  ijraliluiic  for  that  opporlunily  of  bearing  tcs- 
limony  to  the  glminus  realitj',  that  the  Lord  was  nhoQt  to 
tisit  his  people,  and  also  my  gratitude  to  lIiM  who-c  hand 
had  heon  btreiehed  onl  for  my  fafcty  and  protection,  and 
nlso  to  bear  mo  onward  lo  the  place  where  mercy,  with  all 
her  cclcslial  charms  was  embodied  in  the  person  of  his  own 
Son. 

I  tiicn  look  the  liberty  of  reading  the  document  contain* 
ing  the  object  of  my  mission  theie,  and  were  «t  not  for  its 
length  I  would  here  in?erl  it.     After  it  was  read,  all  sat  ia 

firivalo  meditation  until  Mr.  Gainer  interrupted  the  silence 
jy  asking  wherein  the  doctrines  of  our  church  ditlered 
from  t!»p  (Joctriiies  of  the  established  orthodox  churches,  I 
replied  as  follows: — "There  are  so  many  dilTerent  kinds  ol 
orthodox  doclriiies:  all  dilTering  one  from  the  other,  that  it 
might  be  dinficult  lo  determine  which  one  to  be  the  stand* 
ardlby  which  ours  should  be  tried;  but,  said  I,  with  your 
permission,  I  will  set  forth  and  explain  to  you  the  prmci* 
pies  of  uur  faith,  and  then  you  can  determine  for  yourselves 
Wheriin  they  diflcr  from  others."  So,  beginning  at  the 
Ministration  of  tlic  Angel  of  the  Lord,  I  expounded  unto 
•them  many  thinjLS  concerning  the  rise  of  the  church,  its 
organization  :i»d  ordinances,  and  form  and  onler  of  its  gov- 
ernment, after  whioh  Mr.  Sherman  spake  as  follows; — 

"Now,  we  arc  here  trying  to  do  all  the  good  we  can,  and 
have  been  for  some  length  of  time;  and  t\hat  more  would 
you  have  us  to  do,  or  what  more  can  we  do?"  I  replied 
after  the  following : — "It  appears  to  me,  even  allowing  your 
cause  to  be  just  and  right,  that  your  time  is  spent  here  to 
little  or  no  purpose  ;  not,  however  that  I  would  be  under- 
Stood  as  charginij  you  <\'ith  idleness  or  inattention  ;  but  the 
strong  and  deep-rooted  prejudices  which  reign  in  the  breasts 
of  the  people  here  against  you,  that  they  will  not  even  al- 
low you  io  educuie  ilieir  children,  wlien  you  propose  to  do 
it  gratuitously,  iiiu;  t  render  your  labors  extremely  limited  ; 
rrud,  further,  the  genius  of  your  policy   dues  not  admit  of 


your  malcing  that  exertion  whicli  the  Savior  of  the  worlJ 
arequired  'lis  servants  to  make  in  former  days.  You  reccivt- 
a  salary  from  a  home  institution,  and  by  that  institution  yoy. 
are  directed  to  remain  her*  whether  ih-e  people  will  iiear 
you  or  not  ;  whereas  th-e  Savior  taught  his  disciples  to 
depart,  and  shake  the  dust  from  their  feet,  against  that 
house,  city,  or  people,  that  would  not  hear  them,  and  not 
■spend  their  labor  for  that  which  did  not  profit." 

To  this,  Mr.  Gager  replied, — '^Although  the  fruits  of 
•our  labors  do  not  iinmediately  appear,  we  ought  not  to  be 
discouraged.  We  may  labor,  and  other  men  many  enter 
into  our  labors.  The  husbandman,  alter  he  hath  sowed 
{)is  seed,  waiteth  patiently  until  it  hath  received  the  former 
and  latter  rains;  and,  as  the  days  of  miracles  are  past,  we 
cannot  expect  men  to  act  now  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  the  Savior  as  they  then  di.l."  I  might  have  here 
observed,  that  it  would  be  a  great  tax  upon  the  patience  of 
the  husbandman,  if  it  did  nut  quite  exhaust  it,  to  sow  his 
seed  year  after  year,  and  reap  no  fruits  of  his  labor. 
But  — 

I  replied,  that  miracles  had  truly  ceased;  but,  said  I, 
why  have  they  ceaseil  ?  Mr.  Gager  said,  because  they  were 
not  necessary.  I  made  answer,  that  Jesus  formerly  said 
to  the  peor.k',  "according  to  thy  faith  be  it  done  unto  thee;" 
?,nd  sp-id  I,  I  presume  he  is  of  the  same  mind  still;  but 
the  people  have  no  faith  in  the  power  of  God,  therefore  no 
niiracLilous  favors  are  shown  them  ;  and  because  the  reli- 
gious world  have  lost  sight  of  their  high  privileges,  the 
horizon  of  their  minds  beclouded,  and  Taith  driven  from 
their  hearts  by  the  vain  and  fooli-h  traditions  of  uninspired 
men,  the  Lord  hath  sent  an  holy  Angel  from  th-c  Temple 
of  Light,  bearing  to  the  earth  truth's  unfaded  laurels,  and 
has  boldly  asserted  the  rights  and  privileges  of  all  who 
would  seek  the  face  and  faver  of  the  Most  High.  But 
against  this  heavenly  message,  streaming  from  the  bosom 
of  a  compassionate  God,  with  the  purest  love  and  good- 
will to  a  fallen  race,  and  beaming  in  the  face  of  men  with 
a  celestial  radiance,  is  arranged  the  cold-hearted  prejudices 
of  an  unbelieving  world.  Well  did  the  Savior  ask  this 
question, — "When  the  son  of  man  cometh,  shall  he  find 
faith  on  the  earth?"  With  this  testimony  have  I  come  to 
Jerusalem  ;  and  in  the  name  of  my  master,  who  here  bore 
our  sins,  in  his  own  body,  on  the  tree,  I  warn  all  men.  so 
far  as  f  have  opportunity,  to  beware  how  they  lift  their 
hands  or  their  voices  against  it,  for,  by  the  voice  of  the 
Lord  from  Heaven,  atn  I  made  a  witness  of  the  eternal 
reality  of  what  I  have  declared. 


.Mr.  Whiting  then  asked  if  we  acknowleJgfct  any  to  be 
cliri»iti:iMs  except  tho»e  who  embraced  our  doctrines  and 
joined  uur  chiircli  i  To  this  I  replied  in  the  fullowiug 
manner: — ''We  triivve  there  nrr  man?  in  nil  thediflerent 
churches,  witli  many  who  are  externully  aiincli«d  to  no 
•-htirch,  who  serve  tiie  Lord  according  tu  the  hesi  liuht  nnd 
knowledge  they  have,  and  this  service  is  unquestmnahly 
acceplahie  in  his  :  ight ;  and  thot>e  who  have  died  in  this 
condition  have  no  doubt  pone  to  receive  llie  reward  of  their 
lahors  in  the  nmn!>i»ns  of  rost.  But  should  he  be  pleased 
to  send  more  lii^lil  and  truth  into  the  world,  or  revive  those 
princii)Ies  of  truth,  which  have  Lcen  made  to  yield  their 
'jovcrciijnty  to  the  opinions  of  men,  and  ihey  refuse  lo  re- 
ceive them,  or  wallc  in  them,  their  service  would  cease  to 
be  acceptahic  to  the  Lord,  anid  with  no  degree  of  propriety 
could  we  ackn'jwlfdj^c  them  trnechristians  ;  and  we  do 
know,  and  arc  sure  that  the  Lord  has  caused  more  light  to 
^hine,  aud  that  he  will  hold  none  guiltless  who  refuse  lo 
walk  in  it  after  the  means  of  obtaining  it  are  brooght  to- 
their  knowledge,  and  placed  within  their  reach.''  These 
were  hard  sayings.  They  observed,  that  they  could  not 
say  that  these  thingj  were  not  Jis  I  had  said  ;  out  to  them 
they  .jppeared  incredibly  strange. 

I  then  re(iucsted  that  some  of  them  would  do  me  the  fa- 
vor of  an  introduction  to  some  of  the  principal  Jews  inr 
the  place  ;  but  this  request  was  greeted  with  a  number  of 
kcms,  which  commonly  mean  no  more  than  to  allay  a  little 
irritation,  or  tickling  in  the  throat  ;  but  on  this  occasion, 
from  the  peculiarity  of  their  tone  and  cadence,  I  judged 
they  wished  lob?  a  little  metaphorical,  and  so  used  the 
term  figuratively,  to  mean  the  following: — "We  have  our 
scruples  about  complying  with  your  request,  lest  it  wight 
detract  from  our  influence  and  popularity."  They  observ- 
ed, that  Mr.  Johns,  the  English  Consul,  might  be  the  most 
proper  man  to  grant  me  the  desired  favor.  I  replied, 
that  1  know  as  liitle  of  Mr.  Johns  as  I  did  of  any  Jew  i^ia 
Jerusalem,  but  that  1  would  not  msist  upon  my  request 
being  granted.  Mr.  Whiting  then  remarked,  that  he 
should  hare  no  particular^objectious  to  do  it,  but  that  it 
roiild  not  be  well  attended  to  until  a  day  or  two  hence. — 
This  reminded  nte  of  a  circumstance  in  England,  where 
duty  once  led  me  to  call  upon  a  clergyman  to  do  me  a  lit- 
tle favor,  but  he  said  he  could  not  grant  it,  because  I  had 
not  come  recommended  by  any  one  with  whom  he  was 
acquainted.  T  replied,  that  I  was  very  sorry  to  he  so  un- 
fortunate on  that  occasion,  as  to  be  recommended  by  none 
'.Hit  my  mailer,  who  was  tlxe  Savior  of  the   world.     The 
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two  are  not  exactly  similar,  yet  ihe  former  reminded  mt 
'of  the  latter.  I  thanked  Mr.  W.,  however  for  his  kind- 
riess,  and  our  interview  closed.  The  fact  i^,  God  has  one 
system  of  etiquette,  and  reciprocity  and  this  sign-seeking 
generation  has  another.  The  former  is  hospitality  and 
kindness  to  »he  stranger ;  but  the  latter  is — be  very  cau- 
tious and  particular  that  you  render  him  no  assistance 
neither  show  hiip.  favor  unless  ho  come  recommended  by 
'Our  party,  or  by  some  others  who  are  honorable  and  or- 
thodox, like  ourselves.  But  no  maH  is  justifi-tble  in  the 
"Cye  of  humanity,  in  the  eye  of  the  gospei,  or  in  that  eye 
-that  never  sleeps,  in  rejecting  the  reason. il)le  petition  of  a 
Stranger,  though  he  do-not  come  clothed  with  letters  from 
the  chief  priests,  scribes,  and  elders  of  the  people;  and  it 
ds  what  no  genileman  Avill  do,  unless  his  frankness  and 
liberality  have  become  blasted  oy  the  chilling  winds  of  a 
sectarian  atmosphere. 

With  what  feelings  of  coranaingled  pity  an.''  contempt 
does  every  Latter  Day  Saint,  whose  mind  has  thoroughly 
<;aavassed  the  principles  of  our  faith,  and  in  whose  heart 
dwells  that  "unction  from  the  Holy  One,"  look  upon  that 
want  of  generosity  and  frankness,  which  he  is  often  com- 
pelled to  witness,  when  he  knows  that  in  his  own  bosom, 
independent  of  a  boasting  spirit,  or  any  desire  of  vain  glo- 
ry, are  jewels  of  light,  truth,  and  knowledge,  as  far  superi- 
or in  lustre  to  any  thing  which  they  possess,  as  the  purest 
■diamond  is  lo  the  common  pebble  of  the  rivulet ! 

I  concluded,  however,  that  I  would  try  to  discharge  my 
<duty  before  God,  without  subjecting  any  one  to  the  humble* 
mortification  of  giving  me  an  introduction.  For  myself,  I 
feel  not  very  jealous  of  my  popularity  where  the  cause  of 
truth  requires  me  to  hazard  it,  and  am  not  so  very  particu- 
lar. If  my  name  be  only  recorded  in  heaven,  on  the  list 
of  the  sanc'ified,  it  will  abundantly  coinpensaie  me  for  the 
sacrifice  which  duty  calls  me  to  make  of  it  among  nrien. — 
Let  them,  therefore,  look  upon  me  as  they  may,  a  deceiv- 
er or  a  deceived,  a  wise  man  or  a  fool,  I  feel  very  thank- 
ful to  the  Lord  for  what  mine  eyes  have  seen,  mine  ears 
have  heard,  and  more  than  all,  for  what  my  soul  has  ex- 
perienced ;  and  it  is  ray  constant  prayer  to  an  over-ruling 
Providence,  that  his  free  grace  may  be  amply  sufficient  to 
bear  me  triumphantly  through  life's  conflicting  scenes, 
that  my  poor  heart  may  swell  the  notes  of  praise  and 
thanksgiving  for  ever  and  ever  to  Him  who  died  to  save  . 
me  and  wash  me  from  my  sins,  in  his  own  most  precious 
blood. 

Summoning  up,  therefore,  what  little  address  T  had,  I 
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{rrocurecl  a  valet  d'place,  or  lackey,  and  proceeded  to  the 
Ijouse  of  Mr.  Simons,  a  wry  rpKpi'ctablo  Jew,  who,  with 
>uine  of  his  faiiiily,  had  latrly  born  ronverted  and  jointtl 
the  English  clnircli.  I  entered  ihi-ir  dwelling.  Thi-y  had 
jnst  sat  down  to  enjoy  a  dish  of  cdfli'c  ;  but  immediately 
arose  from  the  table  to  meet  me.  I  .spake  to  them  in 
CJerman,  and  nsUed  iIhmii  if  they  spoke  English  ;  they  im- 
mediateiy  replieti  "^'e^,"  which  wa.<  a  very  agreeable 
sound  to  iny  e.ir.  They  asked  me,  in  German,  if  I  spokr 
En5lish.  1  replied,  "Ya,  Mein  llerr."  I  then  introduced 
myself  to  them,  and,  with  a  little  apology,  it  passed  off  as 
well  as  though  1  had  been  introduced  by  the  Pacha. — 
With  that  glow  of  warmth  and  familiarity,  which  is  a  pe- 
culiar trait  in  the  German  character,  they  would  liave  rac 
sit  down  and  take  a  dish  with  them  ;  and  as  I  began  to  re- 
late son>e  things  relative  to  my  mission,  the  smiles  of  joy 
Avhich  sat  upon  their  countenances,  bespoke  hearts  not  al- 
together indillercnt.  There  are  two  ministers  of  the 
Church  of  England  there.  One  was  confined  lo  his  b»»d 
by  sicknes.s,  and  the  other,  a  German,  and  a  Jew  by  birth, 
soon  came  in.  After  an  introduction.  I  took  the  liberty  to 
lay  open  to  him  some  of  our  principles,  and  gave  him  a 
copy  of  the  communication  to  the  Jews  in  Constantinople 
10  read.  After  he  had  read  it,  lie  said  that  my  motives 
were  undoubtedly  very  good,  but  questione<l  the  propriety 
of  my  undertaking,  frrom  the  fact  that  I  claimed  God  had 
sent  me.  If,  indeed,  I  had  gone  to  Jerusalem  under  the 
direction  of  some  missionary  board,  or  society,  and  left  God 
out  ot  the  question  altogether,  I  should  have  been  received 
as  a  celestial  messenger.  How  truly  did  our  Savior 
speak,  when  he  said,  "1  am  come  in  my  father's  name, 
and  ye  receive  me  not ;  but  if  another  were  to  come  in  hi.s 
own  name,  him  ye  would  receive."  I  replied,  however, 
that  .  o  far  as  1  could  know  my  own  heart,  my  motives 
vv'erc  most  ceriainly  good;  yet,  said  I,  no  better  than  the 
cause  which  has  brought  me  here.  But  he,  like  all  others 
who  worship  a  God  "without  body  or  parts,"  said  that 
miracles,  visions,  and  prophecy  had  ceased. 

The  course  which  the  popular  clergy  pursue  at  this  time 
in  relation  to  the  Divine  economy,  look*  to  me  as  though 
they  would  say  ;  "O  Lord  I  we  will  worship  thee  with  all 
our  hearts,  serve  thee  with  all  our  souls,  and  be  very  pious 
and  holy.  We  will  even  gather  Israel,  convert  the  hea- 
then, and  bring  in  the  millennium,  if  you  will  only  let  u« 
alone  that  we  may  do  it  in  our  own  way,  and  according  to 
our  own  will.  But  if  you  speak  from  heaven  to  interfere 
with  our  plans,   or  cause   any    to  ?ee   visions  or   dream 
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dreams  or  prophesy  whereby  we  are  disturheJ  or  iritei" 
rupted  in  oar  worship,  we  v/i'il  exert  all  our  stren'^lh  anci 
skill  to  deny  what  you  say,  and  charge  it  home  upoa  the 
devil  or  some  wild  fantastic  spirit,  as  being  its  author." 

That  whicii  was  loolced  upon  by  the  ancient  saints,  as 
■amnng  the  greatest  favors  and  blessings,  viz.,  Revelation 
from  God  and  c.ommunioa  with  him  by  dreams  and  by 
visions,  is  now  looked  upon  by  the  religious  world  as  tlie 
height  of  presumpiion  and  folly.  The  ancient  saints  con- 
sidered tiieir  coadition  most  deplorable  when  Jehovali 
would  not  speak  to  them  ;  but  the  most  orthodox  religion- 
ists of  this  age  deem  it  quite  heterodox  to  even  admit  the 
probability  that  he  ever  will  speak  again.  O,  my  souP 
language  fails  to  paint  the  absurdity  and  abomination  of 
such  heaven  opposing,  and  truth-escluding  dogmas  ;  and 
were  it  possible  for  those  bright  seraph^  tbat  surround  the 
throne  above,  and  bask  ia  the  sunbeams  ef  iramortalitY>, 
to  weep  over  the  inconsistency  and  irrationality  of  mor- 
tals, the  eartfi  must  be  bedewed  with  celestial  .tears.  My 
humble  advice  to  all  such  is,  that  they  repeal  and  cast  far 
from  them  these  wicked  traditions,  and  be  baptised  into 
the  new  and  everlasting  convenant,  lest  the  Lord  speak  to 
?hem  in  his  wrath,  and  vex  then^i  in  his  sore  displeasure. 

After  some  considerable  conversation  upon  the  pries*.- 
Iiood  and  the  renewal  of  the  convenant,  I  called  i.pou  him 
to  repent  and  be  baptised  for  the  remission  of  his  sitis,  that 
tie  might  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  G-liost.  What  I  said 
tie,  7  be  baptised  !  Yes,  said  I,  you  be  baptised.  Why, 
said  he,  I  have  been  baptised  already  !  I  replied  some- 
thing after  the  following: — "You  have,  probably,  been 
sprinkled,  but  that  has  no  more  to  do  with  baptism  than 
any  other  ordinance  ef  man's  device  ;  ami  even  if  you  had 
been  immersed,  you  would  not  have  bettered  your  condi- 
tion, for  your  priesthood  is  without  power.  If,  indeed,  the 
catholic  church  had  power  to  give  you  an  ordination,  and 
confer  the  priesthood  upon  you,  they  certainly  ha  1  power  to 
nullify  that  act,  and  take  the  priesthood  from  you  ;  and 
this  power  they  exercised  when  yoti  dissented  froai  their 
communion,  by  excluding  you  from  their  church.  But  if 
the  catholic  church  possessed  not  the  priesthood,  of  course 
your  claims  to  it  are  groundless  asjthe  airy  phantom^  of  hea- 
then mythology  ;  so  view  the  question  on  which  siile  you 
may,  there  is  no  possible  chance  of  admitting  the  validity 
of  your  claims  to  it.  Be  it  known,  therefore,  that  ordi- 
nances performed  under  the  administration  of  such  a 
priesthood,  though  they  may  even  be  correct  in  form,  will 
be  found  destitute  of  the  seal  of  that  authority  by  which. 
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heaven  will  rccoffnise  his  own  in  tli^  day  when  every 
man's  work  shall  be  tried  :  ihuiigh  n  priesthood  may  he 
dolhed  with  the  wealth  and  honors  of  a  «real  and  pow- 
erful nation,  and  rtMii:uaitd  the  respect  and  v«-neration  of 
multitudes  w1u>mc  eyes  are  blinded  by  the  thick  veil  of 
popular  opinion,  and  wlu'sc  powers  of  rclicclion  and  deep 
thought  are  confused  and  iost  in  the  general  cry  of  "great 
18  Diana  of  the  Kphesians,"  yet  all  this  docs  not  impart 
to  it  the  diviiK'  samMion,  or  aniinale  it  with  the  :-pirit  of 
hfc  and  power  from  the  bosom  of  the  living  God  ;  and 
there  is  a  period  in  future  time,  when,  in  the  smoking  ru- 
ins of  Babel's  pride  and  glory,  it  must  fall  and  retire  to 
the  shades  of  forgetfulnesi,  to  the  grief  and  mortification 
ol'its  unfortunate  votaries. 

In  consequence  of  his  great  volubility,  I  was  under  the 
di>agreeajjle  necessity  of  tuning  niy  voice  to  a  pretty  high 
key,  and  of  spacing  short  between  words  ;  determiniiifi: 
that  neither  his  greatness  nor  learning  should  shield  him 
from  the  shafts  of  a  faithful  testimony  :  but  there  is  more 
hope  of  those.  Jews  receiving  the  fullness  of  the  gospel, 
whose  minds  have  never  been  poisoned  by  the  bane  of 
modern  sectarianism,  which  closes  the  mouth  of  deity, 
and  shuts  up  in  heaven  all  the  angels,  visions,  and  proph- 
esyings. 

Mri>.  Whiting  told  me  that  there  had  been  four  Jewish 
people  in  Jerusalem  converted  and  baptized  by  the  Eng- 
lish minister,  and  four  only  ;  and  that  a  part  of  the  ground 
for  an  English  church  had  been  purchased    there. 

It  was  by  political  power  and  influence  that  the  Jewish 
nation  wa><  broken  down,  and  her  subjects  dispersed 
abroad  ;  and  I  will  here  hazard  the  opinion,  that  by  practi- 
cal power  and  influence,  they  will  be  gathered  and  built 
,0*.  --.^  '-'•"ther,  tkat  England  is  destined,  in  the  wisdom 
8Mi<l  economy  of  heaven,  to  stretch  f«rih  the  arm  of  politi- 
cal power,  and  advance  in  the  front  ranks  of  this  glorious 
enterprise.  The  Lord  once  raised  up  a  Cyrus  to  restore 
the  Jews,  but  that  was  not  evidence  that  he  owned  the  re- 
ligion of  the  Persians.  This  opinion  I  submit,  however, 
TO  your  superior  wisdom  to  correct,  if  you  shall  find  it 
Avror.g. 

There  is  an  increashig  anxiety  in  Europe  for  the  resto- 
ration of  that  people ;  and  this  anxiety  is  not  confined  to 
the  pale  of  any  religious  community,  but  it  has  found  its 
way  to  the  courts  of  kings.  Special  ambassadors  have 
been  sent,  and  consuls  and  consular-agents  have  been  ap- 
pointed. The  rigorous  policy  which  has  hitherto  charac- 
terised the  course  of  other  nations  towards  them,  now  be- 
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gins  to  be  softened  by  ihe  oil  of  friendship,  and  modified 
by  the  balm  of  humanity.  The  sufferings  and  privations 
under  which  tbey  have  groaned  for  so  many  c«nturies. 
have  at  length  touched  the  mainsprings  of  Gentile  power 
and  sympathy  ;  and  may  the  God  of  their  fathers,  Abra- 
ham, Isaac,  and  Jacob,  fan  the  flame  by  celestial  breezes, 
until  Israel's  banner,  sanctified  by  a  Savior's  blood,  shall 
float  on  the  walls  of  old  Jerusalem,  and  the  mountains 
and  vallies  of  Judea  reverberate  with  their  songs  of  praise 
and  thanksgiving  to  the  Lamb  that  was  slain! 

The  imperial  consul  of  Austria,  at  Galatz,  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Danube,  to  whom  I  had  a  letter  of  introduc- 
tion from  his  cousin  in  Vienna,  toid  me,  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  so  m-any  of  their  Jewish  subjects  being  inclined 
of  late  to  remove  to  Syria  and  Palestine,  his  government 
had  established  a  general  consulate  at  Beyrout  for  their 
protection.  There  are  many  Jews  who  care  nothing 
about  Jerusalem,  and  have  no  regard  for  God.  Their 
money  is  nil  the  god  they  worship;  yet  there  are  many  of 
the  most  pious  and  devout  among  them,  who  look  towards 
Jerusalem  as  the  tender  and  affectionate  mother  looks  up- 
on the  home  where  she  left  her  lovely  little  babe. 

You  will  discover  by  this  letter,  and  more  particularly 
by  the  on?  written  from  Alexandria,  to  Elder  Pratt  ia 
Mancli-tsier,  England,  that,  through  the  goodness  of  the 
Lord,  I  have  been  enabled  to  accomplish  that  which  was 
told  mc  prophetically,  several  years  ago,  by  brother  Joseph 
Smith. 

Though  the  blustering  snow-storm  has  thrown  the  gor- 
geous folds  of  his  crimson  mantle  over  the  mountain  tops, 
which  half  encircle  us  on  cur  north  and  east  as  we  lie 
here  in  quarantine,  yet  their  sid^s  towards  the  base,  beau- 
tifully terraced  and  thickly  set  with  vines  and  olives, 
though  not  in  their  summer  dress,  present  a  widely-ex- 
tended scene  of  rural  beauty  and  loveliness.  All  the  ir- 
regularities and  deformities  of  nature  (if,  indeed,  any  they 
have,)  and  nothing  but  their  virtues  appear,  which  render 
tl>e  society  very  inviting  and  extremely  desirable.  The 
simple  unrestrained  language  of  my  heart  is — I  want  to 
see 'my  brethren,  for  in  their  bosoms,  I  am  sure,  is  a  cor- 
responding echo  which, — 

Like  Uie  linrp,  wlieu  the  zephyr  is  sighing 

To  the  breath  of  tliat  zephyr,  in  music  replying. 

Friendship  can  tremble  with  feelings  as  true. 

I  have  just  been  upon  deck  to  witness  the  king  of  day 
retiring  in  his  robes  of  state  to  the  western  portions  of  his 
kingdoms,  to  proclaim  there,  in  propria  persona,  the.  adrent 
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df  1842,  afier  opening  and  liffhtiuR  up  the  glory  of  the  new 
year  in  tbc  east.  A^s  bii<  gulJin  dii>k  was  Kinking  behind 
the  wt't.U'rn  rim  of  tl»e  deep  blue  iinlcrs  of  iLi-  Adriatic, 
and  Uiiowing  luck,  in  rich  profusion.  Lis  soft  and  jjlowing 
beam  upon  the  clc;ir  blue  sky,  with  a  radiance  aod  splen- 
dor poculinr  to  none  but  him,  thought  I,  oh,  that  thou, 
could'ht  lake  a  thought  or  good  \vU*h  fjorn  me  and  bear  il 
on  thf  pathway  of  one  of  thy  golden  beams  to  my  dear  lit- 
tle family,  which  pcrhups  at  this  uiouunl  is  pouring  his 
noon-dav  splendor  obliquely  upon  the  home  where  they 
dwell.  JUu  another  thought  succeeded— I  will  not  be  a 
Tarsee.  There  is  a  being  who^c  tiiroue  is  high,  and 
wUo«e  glorious  image  shines  forth  in  the  mirror  of  all  his 
works  to  feast  the  mental  eye  and  heal  the  wounded  henrt, 
"His  ear  is  not  heavy  that  he  cannot  hear,  neither  is  his 
arm  shortened  that  he  eannot  save  ;"  to  Him,  therefore, 
■will  I  send  a  thought  on  the  wing  of  my  evening  devotion, 
and  breathe  an  aspiration  that  his  favor  may  gladden 
and  cheer  the  cot  where  dwell  all  my  earthly  hopes  and 
earthly  riches  :  therefore,  tarry  nol  for  me  thou  glorioos 
orb  of  light,  but  speed  thy  course  onward  in  ilie  circuit  of 
the  heavens,  to  dye  the  sheen  of  other  climes,  and  to  roll 
in  the  hoi^r  when  the  dead,  small  and  great,  shall  star^ 
before  God. 

Jerusalem  at  this  time  contains  about  twenty  thousand 
inhabitants  ;  about  seven  thousand  arc  Jews,  and  the  re- 
mainder mostly  Turks  and  Arabs.  It  is  enclosed  by  a 
strong  wall  from  five  to  ten  feet  thick.  On  those  side* 
which  are  most  accessible,  and  consequently  most  exposed 
to  an  attack,  the  wall  is  thickest,  and  well  mounted  with 
cannon  ;  it  is  from  twelve  to  thirty  feel  in  height.  The 
city  is  situated  at  the  south-eastern  extremity  of  an  inclin- 
ed plane,  with  the  valley  of  Kedron  on  the  east,  and  the 
▼allies  of  Hinnom  and  Gihon  on  the  south  and  west,  al} 
converging  to  a  point  in  the  valley  of  Jchosaphat,  south- 
east of  the  city  :  from,  the  eastern  gale  of  the  city  to  the 
top  of  Mount  Olivet,  as  you  pass  through  the  valley  of  Kc- 
dron.is  just  about  one  Epglish  mile.  On  the  top  of  tlus 
.  mount  you  have  a  fair  vifw  of  the  Dead  Sea,  and  tbc 
river  Jordan,  which  are  about  fifteen  miles  in  the  dis- 
tance. As  I  stood  upon  this  almost  iearred  spot  and  gazed 
upon  the  surrounding  scenery,  and  contemplated  the  his- 
tory of  the  past  in  connection  with  the  prophetic  future,  I 
was  lost  in  wonder  and  admiration,  and  felt  almest  ready 
to  ask  myself— Is  it  a  reality  that  I  am  here  gazing  upen 
this  scene  of  wonders  ?  or,  a^p  I  ca/tied  away  in  the  fanci- 
ful reveries  of  a  night  vision?  Is  that  city  which  I  now 
look  down  upon  really  Jerusalem,  whose  sins  and   inic[ui.- 


17 

tics  swelled  the  Savior's  heart  with  grief,  and  drew  so 
many  tears  from  his  pitying  eye  ?  Is  that  small  enclosure 
in  the  valley  of  Kedron,  where  the  boughs  of  those  lonely 
olives  are  waving  their  green  foliage  so  graceful  in  the 
soft  and  gentle  hreeze,  really  the  garden  of  Gethsemane, 
where  powers  infernal  poured  the  flood  of  hell's  dark 
gloom  around  the  princely  head  of  the  immortal  Redeem- 
er ?  Oh,  yes  !  The  fact  that  I  entered  the  garden  and 
plucked  a  branch  from  an  olive,  and  now  have  that  branch 
to  look  upon,  demonstrates  that  all  was  real.  There, 
there  is  the  place  where  the  Son  of  the  Virgin  bore  our 
sorrows — there  the  angels  gazed  and  shuddered  at  the 
sight,  waiting  for  the  order  to  fly  to  his  rescue ;  but  no  such 
order  was  given.  The  decree  had  passed  in  hea- 
ven, and  could  not  be  revoked,  that  he  must  suffer, 
that  he  must  bleed,  and  that  he  must  die.  What 
bosom  so  cold,  what  feelings  so  languid,  or  what  heart  so 
unmoved  that  can  withold  the  humble  trihute  of  a  tear 
over  this  forlorn  condition  of  the  Man  of  Sorrows  ? 

From  this  place  I  went  to  the  tombs  of  the  prophets  in 
the  valley  of  Jehosaphat,  and  on  ray  way  around  the  city, 
I  entered  the  pool  of  Siloam  and  freely  washed  in  its  soft 
and  healing  fountain.  I  found  plenty  of  water  there  for 
baptising,  besides  a  surplus  quantity  sent  off  in  a  limped 
stream  as  a  grateful  trihute  to  the  thirsty  plants  of  the 
gardens  in  the  valley.  The  pool  of  Bethsida,  which  had 
five  porches,  yet  remains  in  the  city,  but  in  a  dilapidated 
state,  there  being  plenty  of  water  to  meet  the  demands  of 
the  cily  of  a  better  quality,  and  more  convenient — this 
vast  reservoir  is  consequently  neglected,  IThis  pool  was 
unquestionably  as  free  and  accessible  to  all  the  people  of 
Jerusalem  as  the  Thames  is  to  the  Cockneys,  or  the  Miss- 
issippi to  the  people  of  Nauvoo ;  and  from  its  vast  dimen- 
sions, it  would  certainly  contain  water  enough  to  immerse 
all  Jerusalem  in  a  day ;  so  the  argument  against  the 
doctrine  of  immersion,  on  the  grotind  that  there 
was  not  water  enotjgh  in  Jerusalem  to  immerse 
three  thousand  persons  in  one  day,  is  founded  in  an  over 
anxiety  to  establish  the  traditions  of  men  to  the  subversion 
of  a  gospel  ordinance;  and  it  will  be  borne  in  mind  also, 
that  the  day  of  Penticost  was  in  the  month  of  May,  just 
at  the  dose  of  the  rainy  season,  when  all  the  pools  and 
fountains  in  and  about  the  city  were  flush  with  water. 

What  Were  anciently   called  Mount  Zion  and  Mount 
Calvary,  are  both  within  the   present  walls   of  the  city. — 
We  should  not  call  them  mountains  in  America,  or   hard- 
ly hills ;  but  gentle  elevations  or  rises  of  land.    The  area 
2*  • 


of  whni  was  cnlled  Mount  Zion,  I  should  not  Ahink  ctrtf-' 
Gained  more  ll»an  one  arre  of  ground  ;  at  least  as  I  stotxl 
opon  il  and  cuulrmplatod  what  llie  jiropficts  liad  said  ol 
Zion  in  ihe  hisl  days,  and  what  sh^uFd  he  don*  in  hei',  I 
could  no  more  l>ri«p  my  niind  to  hclieve  (hat  Ilic  niagnef 
of  truth  in  thvm  which  guided  their  words,  pointed  to  this 
place,  nr>y  more  tiiaii  I  rouid  helievc  that  a  camel  can  go 
through  tne  rye  of  a  needle,  or  a  rich  man  enter  into  the 
kingdum  of  (Jnd.  l^l(  on  the  land  of  Joseph',  far  in  Mic 
■west,  wh^re  ih«  spread  eagle  of  America  floats  in  (he 
breez*  and  siradows  the  land — where  those  hroad  rivers 
and  streams  roll  the  waters  of  the  western  world  to  the 
fid t1  ton) less  ahyss  of  the  oc«an — -wherf.'  th«7se  wide-spread- 
ftig  prairies  (field  of  the  wood)  aad  extensive  forests  adorn 
the  lnn4  with  such  an  agreeabfe  variety,  shall  Zion  rtar 
her  stfttely  templ'es  and  .stre(ch  forth  (he  Cilrtai'ns  of  fier 
habitation.*  The  record  of  Mormon  chimes  in  to  beaoti- 
fully  with  the  scriptures  to  establish  this  position,  that  aiJ" 
honest  and  faithful  cxaminarton  of  (he  subject  is  al!  t7iat 
is  required  to  wxpel  every  (loubt  from  ("he  hftarf. 

The  cQstoms  and  manners  of  the  people*  of  (he  east  are 
so  similar  to  what  they  were  in  the  days  of  our  Savior, 
that  almost  everything  which  the  traveller  beholds  is  a 
standing  illustration  of  some  portion  of  scripture:  for  ex- 
imple,  I  saw  two  women  grinding  wheat  at  a  little 
hand-mill,  consisting  of  two  small  stones  with  a  !it(le  rnde 
tackling  about  it,  the  whole  of  which  one  man  mieht  take 
Id  his  arms  and  carry  almost  any  where  at  pleasure.  One 
would  turn  the  top  stone  until  her  strength  was  exhausted, 
and  then  the  other  would  take  her  place,  and  so  alternate- 
ly keep  the  little  grinder  in  operation.  It  appears  that 
eur  Lord  foresaw  the  perpetuity  of  this  custom,  even  to 
ihe  time  of  his  second  coming  ;  for  he  said,  ''Two  womert 
shall  be  grinding  at  iIh*  mill  ;  one  shall  be  taken  and  the 
other  left ;  and  for  aught  I  know,  these  two  1  satv  were 
%h*  identical  ones.  I  also-  saw  the  people'  take  a  kind  of 
coarse  grass  and  mix  it  with  some  kind  of  earth  or  peat 
that  had  been  wet  and  reduced  to  the  consistency  of  com- 
mon mortar,  and  then  lay  it  out  in  flattened  cakes  to  dry 
for  fuel.  1  then,  for  the  first  time  in  my  life,  saw  the 
propriety  of  our  Saviot's  allusion,  "If  God  so  clothe  the 
grass  of  the  field,  which  to-day  is,  and  to-iftorrow  is  cast 
mto  the  oven,  &c."  I  rrvight  swell  this  letter  to  a  volume 
upon  these  subjects,  but  I  forbear  for  the  present.  One 
may  read  of  the  customs  of  the  East,  but  it  is  not  like  see- 
ing them.  To  read  of  a  good  dinner  may  brighten  up  a 
man's  ideas  about  eating,  especially  if  he  be  a  little  hun- 
gry ;  but  to  sit  down  at  the  luxurious  board  and  eat  is  far 
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jRldi'e  satisfactory.     The  two  cases  arc  not  exactly  paraiiei, 
yet  the  latter  serves  to  illustrate  the  former. 

As  I  walked  about  the  en\Mrons  of  the  town,  my  spirit 
struggled  within  me  in  earnest  prayer  to  the  God  of  Abra^ 
ham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  that  he  would  not  only  revolution- 
ize this  country,  but  renovate  and  make  it  glorious.  My 
heart  would  lavish  its  blessings  upon  it  in  the  greatest  pro- 
digality in  view  of  what  is  to  come  hereafter.  After  re- 
t-urfiing  to  the  city,  I  found  my  feet  and  legs  completely 
coated  with  dust ;  for  the  whole  face  of  the  country  was 
like  an  ash  bed  in  consequence  of  the  great  length  of  the 
dry  season.  I  then  thought  how  very  convenient  it  must 
have  been  for  the  ancient  disciples  to  fulfil  one  injunction 
of  the  Savior,   "shake  off  the  dust  of  jour  feet.'' 

Syria  at  present  is  in  a  very  unsettled  state.  The 
Drewzes  and  Catholics  are  fighting  almost  constantly. — 
They  someumes  kill  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  a  day.  In 
some  seetions  it  is  not  unfrequent  that  the  traveller  meetS:' 
some  dozen  or  twenty  men  by  the  way-side  without  heads, 
in  a  day.  In  a  letter  Jrom  Bavaria,  I  stated  that  hostili'' 
ties  had  recommenced  between  fhe  Turks  and  Egyptians  ; 
I  took  the  statement  from  a  German  paper;  but  it  Was  a 
mistake.  The  hostilities  were  between  the  lesser  tribes 
in  Syria.  The  American  missionaries  at  Beyrout  and 
Mount  Lebanon  have  received  official  notice  through 
Commodore  Porter,  oWr  minister  at  Constantinople,  from 
the  Grand  Sultan,  that  hereafter  they  can  hate  no  redress 
by  law  for  any  violence,  outrage,  or  Crt>e!ty,  that  may  be 
practiced  upon  them  by  the  people;  and  advises  them  to 
leave  the  country.  This  course  is  approved  of  by  Commo- 
dore Porter.  I  read  the  correspondence  between  him  and 
Mr  Chassan,  our  consul  at  Beyrout;  but  all  is  going  on 
in  the  providence  of  God.  Syria  and  Palestine  must  fer-' 
raent  and  ferment,  work  and  work,  until  they  work  into 
(he  hands  of  Abraham's  children  to  whom  th-ey  rightly  be-" 
long;  and  may  the  God  of  their  fathers  bless  the  hand 
that  aids  their  cause. 

I  must  now  begin  to  think  of  coming  to  a  close.  I  have 
nearly  three  weeks  yet  to  remain  in  quarantine.  The 
time  se  ms  long ;  yet  I  endeavor  not  to  let  it  run  to  waste. 
When  our  ship  shall  have  obtained  her  prattique,  I  shall 
proceed,  if  the  Lord  will;  directly  to  Germany  over  the 
Alps,  and  try  to  light  up  a  fire  there.  Will  you  give  me 
your  prayers  that  God  may  bless  my  exertions,  and  that  I 
may  be  enabled  to  conduct  myself  with  that  dignity  and 
propriety  in  all  things  which  become  a  man  of  God,  and 
which  the  purity  and   virtue   of  the  cause  I  advocate,   so 
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justly  merits ;  and  further,  that  in  my  great  weakness 
celestial  strrn|fth  may  appear. 

My  kind  respects  to  the  presidency  of  the  cl'Urch,  and  a 
liappy  new  year  to  all  absent  and  en(|uirinp  friends. 

With  the  most  kind  and  tender  feelings  towards  you, 
and  with  a  heart  that  will  burst  with  blessings  on  your 
heads  when  your  faces  I  behold,  allow  your  umcnrthtj 
brother  in  Christ  to  close  by  the  following  lines  which  he 
offers  you  as  a  farewell  token  until  rrovi(le..cc  shall  per* 
mit  us  again  to  meet : — 

Wlii-ri-  Uic  mm  leaves  lii*  Inat  ftnldrn  ray, 

Knr  over  ihr  »ch'«  nuelliiiK  tide. 
Will  rricii<)«,  lU'iir  and  Imp,  for  int  pray, 

Tliut  I  ill  (he  Lord  inny  hIiI>1<-  .' 
Tlnju>;h  (liHtiiiirc  anil  lime  to  iis  part, 
*  And  wrncs  ni-w  niid  utraiign  roll  between, 

Yuiir  niPinory  1»  dtiir  to  my  licart, 

And  nieiidsliip'H  bright  ^ar  glcaiiiB  tlie  kojik. 

In  the  west,  lot  its  ray  pour  a  light 

On  the  circle  of  Zioii's  true  i-onu, 
'ro  greet  tlu  :ii  with  Joy  i"  Ulr  sicht 

OfHiM  who   has  aaid  we  are  one. 
*ro  share  in  the  spoils  of  my  love, 

Her  daughtcrH,  though  last,  are  not  least  ; 
t'o"  surely,   'twas  blent  from  above 

Which   graced    the  end   oflhefeaat. 

ORSON  HYDK. 


Dear  Broth kr  Pratt: 

In  consequence 'of  the  great  distance  to  Nauvoo.  and 
the  uncertainty  of  this  letter  reacluDp  our  brethren  there, 
should  I  address  it  to  them,  I  have  thought  proper  to  ad- 
dress it  to  you,  with  this  request,  tha'.  you  will  publish  it 
by  itself  in  pamphlet  form,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  send  a 
copy  to  each  one  of  the  twelve,  three  to  the  presidency  of 
the  church,  and  one  to  my  wife.  I  wrote  her  a  lengthy 
letter  from  this  place,  and  sent  it  by  an  American  ship 
bound  directly  to  New  York,  and  should  have  sent  this 
along  with  it  if  it  had  been  ready.  I  wish  you,  also,  to 
send  five  copies  to  my  brother,  Abijah  Hyde,  Oxford,  New- 
haven  County,  and   State  of  Connecticut,  that  he   may 
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send  one  to  eacli  of  my  other  brothers,  and 'one  also  to 
each  of  my  sij^ters,  and  that  I  wish  them  and  their  fami- 
Jies  to  consider  themselves  embraced  within  the  circle  of 
every  good  wish  expressed  in  it. 

The  size  of  tlie  edition  I  leave  wi^h  you  to  determine. 
You  know  that  I,  like  yourself  and  every  other  Latter 
Day  Saint  preacher,  have  no  salary  except  the  voluntary 
contributions  of  the  people  where  we  labor;  and  having 
been  absent  from  my  family  nearly  two  years,  my  arm 
and  my  purse  have  been  too  short  to  render  them  much 
assistence.  I  wish  you,  therefore,  to  forward  a  sufficient 
nuuibev  of  copies  to  each  branch  of  the  church  any  where 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  that  all  who  wish  for  a  copy  may 
have  one  ;  and  whatever  any  brother,  sister,  or  friend, 
shall  be  disposed  to  give  in  return,  lor  the  benefit  of  my 
wife  and  children,  will  be-  most  gratefully  received  by 
them,  and  no  Ie.=s  so  by  nie.  It  can  be  handed  to  the 
agent  to  whom  you  shall  send  the  copies,  and  he  can  for- 
■ward  it  to  vou  through  the  post,  or  otherwise  as  you  shall 
direct,  which  Avill  enable  you  to  pay  the  printer;  and  the 
balance  (should  there  be  any)  I  will  advise  you  in  due 
time  how  to  convey  it  to  n^.y  family.  But  should  you 
discover  any  impropriety  in  the  plan,  or  should  it  be  in- 
consistent for  you  to  carry  it  into  execution,  you  are  at 
liberty  to  use  the  document  as  your  better  wisdom  may 
direct  you,  only  send  it  in  some  form  to  Nauvoo  as  soon 
as  possible.  Perhaps  I  feel  too  anxious  about  my  family, 
but  where  the  heart  has  few  objects, to  share  its  sympa- 
thies, the  sun  of  affection  shmes  with  warmer  and  more 
brilliant  ray.  My  family  is  my  earthly  all;  and  of  late 
my  feelings  concerning  them  are  very  peculiar.  It  i? 
nearly  a  year  since  I  have  heard  anylhmg  of  them,  and 
beina:  confined  here  in  quarantine,  perhaps  I  have  become 
childish.  My  kind  respects  to  yourself  and  family,  to 
brother  Snow  and  Adams,  and  to  all  the  Saints  in  Eng- 
land ;  may  God  bless  you  all  ^pray  for  me. — I  am  your 
brother  in  Christ,  Orson  Hyde. 

P.  S.  In  justice  to  the  American  missionaries  at  Jeru- 
salem, I  must  say,  however,  particularly  of  Mr.  Whiting, 
Avith  whom  I  became  most  acquainted,  that  as  men,  their 
conduct  towards  me  was  both  courteous  and  civil ; 
and  when  I  left  Mr.  W.'s  house  I  could  not  Avithholdmy 
blessing  from  himself  and  family — his  interesting  wife 
and  lovely  little  girls,  who  all  speak  fluently  the  English 
and  Arabic.  A  kind  word  or  action  towards  a  stranger 
in  a  strange  land  is  not  soon   forgotten.    May   the,  L.qrd 


hlfss  ihetn  and  their  ramilie«  with  his  siilvntion,  ihrous^ti 
the  knowleilco  ofihc  trutli,  was  my  desire  tlicn,  and  is 
my  prayer  still. 

NoTB.— Eipeciing  «  1- IHT  or  l(ti<T«  from  vnn  m  br  loilir«l  In  H»viiri« 
ftir  mr.  I  hnvp  orldroMi'il  n  IH>ti-  Hhtc  rf«|iiriiltng  tlirin  ririiliv/  lo  Im- for- 
wnnliil  to  ni«-  iii  thin  plnic;  liiil  "t  my  iiolc  wciil  on  iiliorr  tti  llic  lnutU 
tvilhc.iit  llur  iHMlHxc  htmii  pniil.  nml  liiiving  lo  far*  llir.iiii;li  ilimrinl 
kliieiloin*,  I  ilonol  e\|.iit  It  will  !>«  rorw>iril«il.  I  liopr.  Iiowcvrr,  to  g«l 
iirw«  iVoiii  voii  mill  the  rliiinli  wliPii  1  Rrt  tli<rr  mvx  If.  I  hope  nUp  to 
hour  itnuictlilnK  IVoiii  mv  wilt-.  1  r<«l  Hint  a  woni  frnin  In  r  would  !>« 
more  proi'iouii  tlimi  roM  ;  >»»  I  mo  ifraiil  to  lnnr  lii.t  ^lll•  inn;.  Ik-  In  iroiih- 
Iv,  or  »oin<'  oflur  riii-mU  d'c  ail— n  Oitlicr  or  niollirr  prrhnpii,  or  lirollirr  or 
i«l!<lrr.  Vrt  1  tr\  to  romforl  invM-Hwitli  tlir  llioiiglit  tli:it  my  long  ab. 
BCiicc  U  lli«  cniluR  ol  hII  my  bail  l'itliii)!!<.  Tin- l.onl  kiinwM,  anil  I  prny 
tluii  he  may  biu()  up  tvcrv' bruktn  hiiirt.  I'hpi- tlicc  well ,  ihy  brother 
in  the  l.oril.  '  ■        '  «•  "• 


LETTER  II. 


Trieste,  January  17,  1842. 
Deab  Brethren  asv  Sisters  at  Natvoo; 

I  have  just  written  a  len£jthy  letter  to  the  Twelve,  and 
sent  it  by  way  ofE<der  Pratt,  in  England.  Tn  that,  and 
in  a  former  one  written  to  him  from  Alexandria  in  Egypt, 
is  contained  an  account  of  my  mission  to  Jerusalem,  t 
feel,  hpwcver,  as  though  I  wisJied  to  write  a  few  lines 
more  on  this  the  last  day  of  my  confinement  on  ship  boarii 
where  I  have  spent  the  last  fifty  six 'days  :  six  days  in  the 
harbor  of  Alexandria— twenty-two  days  on  our  passage 
— and  twenty-eight  here  in  quarantine.  To-morrow,  if 
the  Lord  will,  the  jubilant  song,  with  its  thrice  welcome 
melody,  will  greet  the  ears  of  a  poor  captive  exile,  the 
prison' doors  give  way,  and  he  be  permitted  once  more 
to  breathe  the  air  of  freedom  in  a  land  where  he  is  not 
annoyed  by  the  sight  of  the  star  and  crcsent,  the  turban 
and  the  covered  face — all  of  which  are  an  abomination  in 
my  sight. 

The  thoughts  which  I  record  will,  no  doubt,  be  scatter- 
ing, and  like  "the  gleaning  of  grapes  when  the  \intage  is 
done;"  or  like  a  few  indolent  belated  stragn^lers  going 
to  the  place  of  worship  on  a  Sabbath  morning  after  the 
more  conscientions  and  faithful   have  broken   the  silence 
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which  hovered  around  tlie  place  of  iheir  devotion,  and 
greeted  the  morning  with  their  prayers  and  joyful  acclama- 
tions of  praise  to  the  Lord  their  God. 

It  is  now  rapidly  advancing  to  the  close  of  two  long 
ye^rs  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  mingling  my  voice  with 
yours  in  asciibing  honor  and  thanksgiving  to  that  Being 
whose  arm  alone  has  been  my  support,  and  whose  kind 
angel  has  swept  the  misty  vapors  far  away  which  des- 
pondency would  feign  cast  over  the  star  of  hope,  and  near- 
ly one  year  since  I  have  heard  ought  direct  from  you. — 
While  in  Bavaria,  I  saw  a  statement  in  a  German  paper, 
that  Brother  Joseph  had  been  apprehended  and  conhned 
in  prison.  I  knew  not  but  that  it  might  be  so  ;  yet  I  was 
inclined  to  set  it  down  among  the  numerous  deaths  which 
he  has  suffered,  the  imprisonments  which  he  has  endured, 
and  the  various  runaways  of  which  he  has  been  guilty, 
according  to  the  flood  of  newspaper  slang  which  has  been 
poured  forth  upon  a  deceived  public;  but  as  time  allows 
nothing  to  remain  stationary,  you  may  judge  of  my  anxie- 
ty to  hear  from  you,  particularly  when  the  happiness  or 
misery  of  my  own  dear  wife  and  little  children  is  identifi- 
ed with  your  own. 

I  sometimes  fancy  myself  in  your  midst,  in  my  hours  of 
silent  meditation,  gazing  upon  a  large  concourse  ot  saints. 
I  see  many,  very  many  strange  faces  that  I  never  saw  be- 
fore ;  while  others  with  whom  I  wasTamiliarly  acquainted 
I  do  not  see.  Being  anxious  to  know  where  they  are,  I 
inquire  after  them  ;  but  am  told,  with  a  sigh  that  contains 
no  fiction,  that  time— that  cruel  and  unfeeling  destroyer  of 
the  human  race,  has  borne  them  on  his  untiring  wing  to  a 
long  and  sleepy  mansion,  to  await  the  hour  when  the 
voice  of  the  Archangel  and  the  trumpet  of  God  shall  bid 
their  sleeping  dust  arise,  and  come  forth  to  receive  the  re- 
ward of  their  labors.  O,  ye  precious  souls!  your  debt  is 
paid,  and  I  cannot  but  embalm  your  memory  with  a  tear 
as  these  lines  slip  from  my  pen. 

There,  for  instance,  sits  a  brother  looking  steadily  upon 
his  little  daughter.  His  melancholy  mien  bespeaks  a  heart 
wading  deep  in  sorrow  :  he  puts  his  handkerchief  to  his 
face  and  bursts  into  tears;  I  ask  the  cause  of  that ;  and 
am  told,  that  that  brother  has  lately  lost  his  wile  ;  and  as 
he  looked  upon  the  young  and  tender  flower,  and  recog- 
nised in  her  the  kind  and  aifectionate  features  ol  the  com- 
panion of  his  youth  who  now  sleeps  in  the  arms  of  death, 
he  immediately  contrasted  all  her  virtues  with  every  un- 
kind Avord  that  he  might  have  given  her,  and  every  ungen- 
erous action ;  and  the  children  are  bereft  of  a  mother,  and 
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his  own  bosom  of  its  dearest  friend,  swells  his  henrt  lo  a 
burst  of  grief ;  ant!  pvory  unkind  word  wliicli  he  might 
have  given  Irt  in  ihe  wiirnilh  of  ihc  moinrnt,  now  ruttien 
upon  Tiis  memory,  pierces  his  soul,  and  add:*  an  additional 
pang  to  the  Hood  of  grief  which  overwhelms  liim.  "Hus- 
bands," whoever  you  are,  "love  your  wive-*,  and  be  not 
bitter  against  them."  The  delicary  of  their  sex,  the  vivid 
perceptibility  of  their  mind,  and  the  soft  «nd  en;:aged  vir- 
tues of  their  heart,  which  weave  themselves  into  the  rug- 
ged recesses  of  man's  niasculinc  temperament  and  consti- 
tute hinj  a  fit  member  of  society,  render  them  entitled  to 
the  warmest  affections  of  your  heart,  and  to  the  generous 
protection  of  your  arm. 

In  another  part  sits  a  sister  clad  in  deep  mourning,  with 
a  number  of  little  children  about  her.  The  solemnity 
Avhich  sits  upon  the  countenance,  and  the  sad  melancholy 
which  lingers  in  her  eyes,  declare  that  her  mourning  is 
not  all  on  the  outside.  She  looks  upon  iheiitiie  ones  and 
beholds  in  them  the  generous  and  manly  features  of  their 
sire,  but  his  place  is  vacant.  And  pray,  where  is  he? — 
Oh  !  as  the  sturdy  oak  of  the  forest  is  laid  low  by  the  shaft 
from  heaven,  so  has  their  dear  father  fallen  by  an  arrow 
from  the  bow  of  a  strong  archer,  and  these  young  and  ten- 
der branches  which  have  sprung  forth  from  his  roots,  only 
pre  left  to  perpetuate  his  name.  None  but  God  knows 
the  anguish  of  thrft  sister's  heart,  as  she  hides  her  face, 
and  pours  forth  her  grief  in  flowing  streams  of  tearful  elo- 
quence. But  slay,  my  hand  open  not  those  wounds  afresh 
when  thou  hast  no  balm  to  bind  them  up  :  but  may  the 
Lord,  whose  province  it  is  to  comfort  all  that  mourn,  and 
to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted,  soothe  the  sorrows  of  those 
afflicted  ones,  and  pour  the  oil  of  consolation  into  their 
■grieved  and  wounded  spirit. 

\Vhen,  oh  !  when  shall  human  grief  and  woe  come  to  a 
final  end  ?  Thank  kind  heaven,  there  is  a  time  when  these 
must  cease.  In  the  times  of  the  restitution  of  all  things, 
wiien  the  son  of  the  virgin  shall  have  disarmed  death  of 
his  power  and  triumphed  over  every  foe  of  uiaii ;  then 
skall  the  tree  of  life  spread  wide  its  branches,  bloom  in 
eternal  spring,  and  exhale  his  rich  and  life-giving  odors 
to  the  breeze,  carrying  life,  health,  and  joy  upon  its  balmy 
wing  to  every  department  of  God's  creation.  "Behold  we 
bring  you  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  which  shall  be  unto  all 
people." 

I  have  not  performed  this  long  journey  witliout  encoun- 
tering some  feio  hardships,  but  1  will  nx)t  mention  them  ; 
sufliice  it  to  say,  that  1  am   well  at  present.     The  past  is 


over  and  gone,  and  I  leave  tlie  future  with  my  master. — 
You  certainly  have  rn  interest  in  my  prayers  day 
and    night,    and  I   hope    yeu  will    send   up  a  good    wi-ili 

occasionally  for  me.;  yes,  even  f&r  me. 1  need  it.-*- 

My  heart  is  fuiJ,  and  I  can  write  no  more  cipen  these  mat- 
ters. 

Let  me  now  tell  you  soraethitig  aboxit  a  thu'ud;^er-storm  at 
sea.  I  have  crossed  the  Atlantic  three  ^imes — ^once  the 
German  and  black  seas,  and  ail  about  the  Levant,  be- 
sides sailing  much  on  th-e  American  waters;  but  never, 
no,  never  before  did  I  witness  nature  in  such  a  rage  on  the 
■deep,  as  once  on  lliis  last  voyage  ofTibe  Island  of  Candia, 
4ibout  the  7th  cf  December.  The  s<jn  sat  behind  the  ris- 
ing bulwarks  of  a  dark  and  gloomy  cl<^md  as  though  he 
•would  notiook  upon  the  scene  that  awaited  us'  this  said 
to  the  experienced  tar,  "there  is  dangei  on  tlve  deep," — 
About  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  breath  of  tiie  monster 
reached  us  :  all  hands  aloft  furiing  sails.  The  sky  be- 
•came  suddenly  black — the  sea  began  to  roll  in  upon  our 
'weather-beam  and  lash  tl>e  hall  of  our  ship,  tossiu"  her 
from  surge  to  surge  with  as  much  €ase  as  a  giant  would 
sport  with  an  infant.  The  scene  becam-e  grand.  Our 
vessel  -stood  on  her  irtwrse — wind  on  her  larboard  quarter, 
and  under  fore,  and  riose-reefed  maintop  sail  only  ;  "'hile 
thunders  lend  and  long  uttered  their  voices  from  on  hrgK 
and  rollf^d  through  the  vaulted  canopy  as  if  clothed  wiih 
the  official  mandate  from  Jehovah  for  the  sea  to  give  up 
its  dead.  The  lightnings  issued  from  the  womb  of  dark- 
ness in  fiery  streams  of  blazing  vengeance,  to  light  up  the 
terror  of  the  storm.  A  feeling  of  solemnity  and  awe  roll- 
ed across  my  bosom  as  I  gazed  upon  the  troubled  deep, 
raging  in  the  wiidness  and  fury  of  a  tempest.  The  spray 
of  the  clipped  surge  was  frequently  W'hirled  on  the  wing 
of  the  eddymg  currents  like  mighty  cascades  upon  our 
deck,  while  the  rain  descended  like  torrents  from  the 
mountains.  Abroad  on  the  deep,  the  crested  billows  roll 
ed  high  their  fleecy  iieads,  and  threw  up  thin  sheets  of 
foam  in  great  majesty,  coruscating  in  the  ]ightning*s 
glare  ;  and  for  a  fe  v  minutes  it  really  appeared  to  me  that 
the  elements  huu  engaged  in  a  pitched  battle— the  crown 
of  sovereignty  to  tie  awarded  to  the  victor.  The  winds 
howled  thr(>i;gii  our  almost  naked  shrouds  like  a  thousand 
winged  spirits  wailing  to  chaunt  our  requiem  ;  but  under 
the  provideniial  care  <if  Him  who  govern"?  the  winds  and 
the  waves,  ;iiui  who  formed  the  ocean  from  his  palra, 
our.gallani  barque  bore  us  saiely  out  the  gale.  Then  said 
I— 


**Go<riprrJ  thvr,  good  alrip,  on  thy  pathway  ofrtMim, 
Ttir  «ca  if  til)  rotintry,  ilir  billow  tby  tiomr." 

When  the  liglil  of  ibe  licxf  mornirH;  had  dawned  upon 
n3,  1  nroso  mid  went  out  upon  deck,  anil  found  our  lady  of 
the  deep  attired  in  full  dress,  bearing  us  over  the  bosom 
ol  the  gt-niiy  rolling  billow,  apparciilly  as  careless  and 
nnconcprned  as  though  nothing  iiad  liapfiened;  and,  safe- 
ly has  she  brought  us  into  port,  so  I  will  sing — 

Now  on  Eiiro^M"'*  ulrori's  we're  lamJrd, 

Fur  nwny  from  nrcan'a  rciar  ; 
WluTc  liowriiiK  windR  niiil  rollini;  nurgi)*^ 

DJHturli  o«ir  aiixiouii  Kciirt*  no  more. 

Still  ia  every  note  of  temposl, 

Calmly  slecpH  the  peerless  wavi-  -, 

An  <rml>lem  olour  fricndu  (iep:irt<id, 

Whosf  dtist  reposes  in  the  grave. 

Tlianks  to  him  who  holds  the  billow. 

And  rides  aloft  on  Hvcry  rloiids; 
Let  heaven,  earth,  nnd  seas  adore  him. 

With  all  the  vast  iinnuiubcr'd  i-row<J». 

* 
Worthy  .'  worthy  Is  the  Savior  '. 

Who,  lor  sinners,  onre  was  sbiin  ; 
Swell  !  oh,  swell  1  the  joyful  anthem,  ^ 

All  ye  wretched  sons  of  men. 

Come  nnto  this  blecJinj?  fmiiitninr 

Meek  and  lowly  you  must  be; 
Bear  the  cross  and  wash  in  Jordan, 

Then  from  guilt  he'll  set  you  free. 

JMy  poetic  organ  is  not  largely  developed,  so  for  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  measure  and  rhyme  of  these  few  lines  I 
will  not  be  responsible. 

Wiien  in  Bavaria  I  wrote  brother  Joseph  a  Jong  letter  ; 
it  was  sometime  in  August  last.  I  hope  he  received  it, 
for  I  think  it  would  do  him  good — at  least  it  was  written 
with  that  intention  ;  and  I  sent  one  to  riiy  wife  at  about 
the  same  time :  the  answers  I  hope  to  receive  when  I  get 
to  Bavaria  again. 

Fare  you  well ;  I  love  you  all,  I  pray  for  you  all,  and  by 
the  grace  of  God,  I  always  shall.  1  am  your  brother,  far 
away,  and  yet  near,  ,  Orson  Hydk. 


Regensburgk,   January  30,  1842. 
To  Brother  Pratt  alone  : 

Sir  : — I  have  thought  proper  to  send  this  letter  to  you 
also,  for  the  same  reasons  as  are  assigned  in   the  other. — 
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You  win  therefore  publish  them  bot))  togetlier,  if  you  shall 
think  proper  to  do  any  thin^  with  them.  The  whole  was 
written  in  Trieste,  except  these  last  lines.  Not  having  a 
■conveniem  opportunity  to  send  them  from  thai  place,  I 
brought  them  with  me  here  to  Regensburgh.  I  now  have 
the  pleasure  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  two  let- 
ters, and  one  from  ray  wife  and  broth-er  Joseph,  dated  14th 
November  last.  I  was  thrice  glad  to  h-ear  from  you  all ;  I 
laughed  and  cried  altogether.  I  haTC  no  room  her«»  to  re- 
ply, you  may  hear  from  nie  again  by  and  by. 

Dear  Brother, — I  have  not  forgotten  looking  at  you 
through  the  cwvict's  of  a  prison,  neither  have  I  forgotten 
what  my  ihoughts  were  at  that  time  ;  but  if  I  had  had  the 
strength  of  a  Sampson,  then  was  the  time  that  I  would 
have  used  it  for  j'pur  deliverance.  I  need  not  be  particu- 
lar to  explain  my  own  situation  at  that  time  ;  "but  God  be 
thanked  that  I  am  where  I  am. '^  If  enemies  are  strong 
and  many,  nail  yoarflagto  the  spanker  gaff,  keep  close  to 
the  wind,  and  if  your  metal  i.s  not  he^vy  enough,  the  ar- 
Jtiliery  of  heaven  will  play  upon  them. 

/  OfisoN  Hyde, 


LETTER  III.* 

Alexandria,  hcv.  22,  1841. 

Dear  Brother  Pkatt: 

A  few  minutes  now  offer  for  m^  to  write,  and  I  improve 
them  in  writing  to  you. 

I  have  only  time  to  say  that  I  have  seen  Jerusalem  pre- 
cisely according  to  the  vision  which  I  had.  I  saw  no  one 
with  me  in  the  vision  ;  and  although  Elder  Page  was  ap- 
pointed to  accompany  me  there,  yet  I  found  myself  there 
alone. 

The  Lord  knows  that  T  have  had  a  hard  time,  and  suffer- 
ed much,  but  I  have  great  reason  to  ihauk   him  that  I  en- 

*  This  letter  and  tlie  following  are  of  much  earlier  iliite  than  the  two 
f  receding,  and  have  either  wholly  or  in  part  aprcareil  previously  in  tU« 
Villenial  Star. 
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jOjr  good  licahiv  at  present,  and  hnve  a  pro«p?cl  hofbre  me, 
of  soon  1,'oiinf  to  a  civilizrd  co«W)try,  where  I  shall  see  no 
more  lurlwns  c>r  camels.  The  heat  is  most  opfressive 
ami  has  Ih-cii  all  through  Syria. 

I  h:iv(.'  n(H  time  to  tell  you  liow  niany  d.iys  I  hnw  been 
at  sea,  wiihoal  food,  or  how  many  snails  I  have  eaten;  ba 
if  I  had  Imd  pk'iity  uT  them,  I  should  have  done  very  well. 
A.11  thi:^  h  contained  in  n  fermcr  leUer  to  you,  written 
i'roin  Jafia. 

1  have  been  at  Cairo,  on  .the  Nire,  because  T  could  not 
;5el  a  passugt;  diicct.  Syria  is  in  a  dreadful  state — a  war 
of  cxtermir>ation  is  fToing  on  between  the  Drewzes  and* 
ti^atholics.  At  llie  tiioc  I  was  at  Beyrout,  a  liattle  was 
fought  '\u  live  mountains  of  Lebanon,  near  that  place,  and 
about  80Q  liilled.  Robberies,  thefts,  and  murders,  are 
daily  being  couvuittcd.  It  is  no  uncocnmon  ihirrg  to  find 
persons  iu  the  street  without  heads.  An  En^li<h  officer 
in  going  from  St.  Jean  d'Acre  to  Beyrout,  found  ten  per- 
sons murdered  in  the  street,  and  was  Inmself  taken:  prison- 
er, but  was  rescued  by  tbe  tiniely  interference  of  the  Pa- 
ciia.  Tiie  particulars  of  all  these  things  are  contained  in 
a  former  letter. 

An.  American,  traveller,  named  G-iger,.  a  licensed'  min- 
ister of  tiie  Congregational  or  Presbyterian  Church,  left 
Jerusalem  incompany  with  me.  He  was  very  unwell 
with  the  jaundice  when  we  left,  and  at  Damictta  we  had' 
U)  perform  six  days'  quarantine  before  we  ascended  the 
Nile.  On  our  passage  up  he  was  taken  very  ill  with  a  fe- 
ver, arwl  became  helpless.  -I  waited  and  tended  upon  hirrt 
as  well  as  our  circumetauces  would  allow;  and  when  we 
Handed  at  Bulark,  I  got  four  men  to  take  bim  to  tlie  Amer- 
ican couusiil's  in  Cairo,  on  a  litter;  I  also  took  all  his 
baggage  there,  and  assisted  in  putting  him  upon  a  good 
bed,  employed  a  good  faithful  Arabian  nurse,  and-the  Eng- 
lish doctor.  After  the  physician  had  examined  him,  he 
told  me  that  he  was  very  low  with  a  typhus  fever,  and 
:hat  it  would  be  doubtful  whether  he  recovered.  Under 
these  circumstances  I  left  him  to  obtain  a  passage  to  this 
place.  After  I  had  gone  on  boanl  a  boat,  and  was  just 
about  pushihg  ofi^  a  letter  came  from  the  doctor,  stating, 
that  poor  ]Mr.  Gagcr  died  iu  about  two  hours  after  I  left 
him.  He  told  me  before  we  arrived  at  Cairo,  that  he  wa* 
27  years  of  age,  and  his  friends  lived  in  Norwich,  Connec- 
licul,  near  New  London,  I  think.  There  are  many  par- 
ticulars concerning  his  death  which  would  be  interesting 
to  his  friends,  but  I  have  no  time  to  write  them  now. 

Oa -Sunday  morning,  Octobei  21lii,  a  good  while  befbr* 


day,  1  arose  from  sleep.,  and  went  out  of  the  city  as  soon 
as  the  gates  were  opened,  crossed  the  l)rook  Cedron,  and 
Went  upon  the  Mount  of  Olives,  and  there,  in  solonin  si- 
lence, with  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  just  as  I  saw  in  the  vis- 
ion, offered  up  the  following  prayer  to  him  who  lives  for 
ever  and  ever  : — 

'•0  Thou!  who  art  from  everlasting  to  everlasting,  eter- 
nally aaxl  unchangeably  the  samfe,  even  the  God  who  rules 
in  the  heavens  above,  and  controls  the  destinies  of  men 
on  the  earth,  wilt  thou  condescend,  through  thine  infinite 
goodness  and  royal  favor,  to  listen  to  the  prayer  of  thy 
servant  which  he  this  day  offers  up  unto  thee  in  the  name 
of  thy  holy  child  Jesus,  upon  this  land  where  the  Sun  of 
Righteousness  sat  in  blood,  and  thine  Annointed  One  ex- 
pired. 

"Be  pleaseit,  O  Lord,  to  forgive  all  the  follies,  weakness, 
Vanities,  and  sins  of  thy  sefvanti  and  strengthen  him  to 
resist  all  future  temptations.  Give  him  prudence  and 
discernment  that  he  may  avoid  the  evil,  and  a  heart  to 
choose  the  good;  give  him  fortitude  to  hear  up  under  try- 
ing and  adverse  circumstances,  and  grace  to  endure  all 
things  for  thy  name's  sake  until  the  end  shall  come,  when 
all  the  saints  shall  rest  in  peace. 

"Now,  0  Lord  !  thy  servant  has  been  obedient  to  the 
heavenly  vision  Which  thou  gavest  him  in  his  native  land; 
and  under  the  shadow  of  thine  outstretched  arm,  he  has 
safely  arrived  in  this  place  to  dedicate  and  consecrate  this 
land  unto  Thee,  for  the  gathering  together  of  Judah's  scat- 
tered remnants,  according  to  the  predictions  of  the  holy 
Erophets — for  the  building  up  of  Jerusalem  again  after  it 
as  been  trodden  down  by  the  Gentiles  so  long,  and  for 
rearing  a  temple  in  honor  of  thy  name.  Everlasting 
thanks  be  ascribed  unto  thee,  0  Father !  Lord  of  heaven 
and  earth,  that  thou  hast  preserved  thy  servant  from  the 
dangers  of  the  seas,  and  from  the  plague  and  pestilence 
which  have  caused  the  land  to  mourn.  The  violence  of 
man  has  also  been  restrained,  and  thy  providential  care 
by  night  and  by  day  has  been  exercised  over  thine  unwor- 
ihy  servant.  Accept,  therefore,  O  Lord,  the  tribute  of  a 
grateful  heart  for  all  past  favors,  and  be  pleased  to  con- 
tinue thy  kindness  and  mercy  towards  a  needy  worm  of 
the  dust, 

*  "O  Thou,  who  did'st  covenant  with  Abraham  thy  friend, 
and  who  did'st  renew  that  covenant  with  Isaac,and  confirm 
the  same  with  Jacob  with  an  oath,  that  thou  would'st  not 
only  give  them  this  land  for  an  everlasting  inheritance, 
but  that  thou  would'st  also  remember  their  seed  for  ctct. 
3* 
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Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  hare  long  since  cTosrcf  (hei/ 
eyes  in  de;ilti.anJ  made  lire  :(ravc  their  nian'ion.  Their 
children  are  sciUlertil  and  chspcrsttl  abroad  among  the 
nations  oflhti  Genlilps  like  sl»eep  that  harp  no  shepherd, 
and  ari!'  ^tilf  huikiotj  forward  for  l!)C'  fuWHincnt  of  those 
promises  wivirh  thou  did'sC  n>nko  concerning  ihein  ;  and 
even  ihf 4  land,  which  once  pouri-d  forth  rjolurt's  riche&f 
bounty,  and  flowed,  as  it  were,  with  nrilk  and  honey,  has, 
to  a  certain  exti.-nl,  Ijeen  -Mnitlen  with  barreimes*  and  ster- 
ility since  it  drank  fiont  murderous  Itand^  the  blood  of 
iTim  who  rrcvcr  sirwied. 

"Grant,  therefore,  Q  Lord,  in  the  native  of  thy  well-be- 
loved Son,  Jesus  Christ,  to  remove  the  barrcnnes?  anti 
sterility  of  this  land,  and  let  springs  of  living  wafer  break 
forth  to  watiT  its  tlrirsty  sttrf.  Let  the  vine  and  lire  olive 
produce  in  tht.ir  stren<jih,  and  the  fijf-trce  bloom  and  flour" 
iaii.  Let  the  land  become  ahimd^irlly  fruitful  wljen  pos- 
sessed by  its  rightful  heir ;  let  it  a^ain  (low  with  plenty 
to  feed  the  returning  pro'lig'ils  who  come  home  with  a 
spirit  of  grace  and  su[^>lic.iiior>;  upo«  it  let  the  clouds 
distil  virtue  arwl  richness.  •rnxJ  let  the  fidJs  sm'ile  witW 
plenty.  Let  the  flocks  and  the  herJs  greatly  increase  and 
multiply  upon  the  mountains  and  the  hills;  and  let  thy 
great  kindricj-s  conquer  anJ  subdue  the  unl^elief  of  thy 
people.  Dj  thou  take  froiii  them  their  stony  heart,,  andf 
give  them  a  tieart  of  flejili ;  aixl  may  the  sun  of  thy  fivor 
dispel  the  cold- irtists  of  dTkness  which  have  beclouded 
rtieir  aliiiosphere  Irrcline  liiem  to  gather  in-  upon  this 
land  accor  ling  la  tby  word.  Let  them  come  like  cloud'< 
and  like  doves  to  their  win, law's.  Let  the-  large  sirips  of 
the  nations  brin^  them  (rnn  the  distant  isles;  and  lei 
kings  become  their  nursina  f  ithers,  and  queens  with  moth' 
erly  fondnes-^.  wipe  the  tear  of  sorrow  from  their  e>'e. 

"Thou,  O  Lord,  did  once  move  upon  the  Ixriri  of  Cyrus 
to  shew  favor  uQio  Jerujalem  and  her  children.  i>o  thou 
now  also  be  pleased  to  inspire  the  hearts  of  kingi  and 
tlie  powers  of  the  earth  to  look  with  a  friendly  eye  tow- 
ards this  place,  and  with  a  de?ire  to  see  thy  righteous  pur* 
fKyses  executed  in  relation  thereto.  Let  them  know  that 
it  is  thy  good  pleasure  to  restore  the  kingdom  unto  Israel 
— raise  up  Jerusalem  as  its  capital,  and  constitute  her 
people  a  distii>ct  nation  and  government,  with  Divid  thy 
servant,  even  a  descendant  from  the  loins  of  ancient  Davia, 
to  be  their  king. 

"Let   that  nation  or  that  people  who    shall    take    an 
active    part    in   behalf  ot   Abrahara's  children,  and   in 
the   raising   up  of  Jeru<il"H,   find  favor  in  thy  sight. — • 
tiet  not  their  enemies  prevail  against  them,  neither   let 
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'ft*stilerice  or  famine  overcome  thehi,  but  let  ihe  glory  of 
Israel  overshadow  them,  and  the  pouer  of  the  highest 
.protect  them;  while  that  nation  or  kingdom  that  will  not 
serve  thee  in  this  glorious  work  must  perish,  according 
to  thy  word — Yea,   (hose  nations  shall  be  titterly  wasted. 

"Though  thy  servant  is  notv  far  from  his  home,  and 
from  thfc  land  bedewed  with  his  earliest  tear,  yet  he  re- 
members, 0  Lord,  his  friends  who  are  there,  and  family, 
whom  for  thy  sake  he  has  left.  Though  poverty  and  pri» 
Vation  be  our  earthly  lot,  yet  ah  !  do  though  richly  en* 
dow  us  Aviih  an  inheritance  where  moth  and  rust  do  not 
corrupt,  and  where  thieves  do  not  break  through  and  steal. 

"The  hands  that  have  fed,  clothed,  or  shown  favor  unio 
the  family  ot  thy  servant  in  his  absence,  or  that  shall  here- 
after do  so,  let  them  not  lose  their  reward,  but  let  a  spec- 
ial blessing  rest  upon  them,  and  in  thy  kingdom  let  theih 
have  an  inheritance  when  thou  shall  come  to  be  glorified 
in  this  society. 

"Do  th«u  also  look  with  favor  upon  all  those  through 
whose  liberality  I  have  been  enabled  to  come  to  this  land; 
and  in  the  day  when  thou  shalt  reward  all  people  accord- 
to  thy  works,  let  these  also  not  be  past  by  or  forgotten, 
4iut  in  time  let  them  he  in  readiness  to  enjoy  the  glory  of 
those  mansions  which  Jesus  has  gone  to  prepare.  Partic- 
ularly do  thou  bless  the  stranger  in  Philadelphia,  whom 
I  never  saw,  but  who  sent  me  gold,  with  a  request  that  I 
should  pray  for  him  m  Jerusalem.  Now,  O  Lord,  let  bles«^ 
sitigs  come  upon  him  from  an  unexpected  quarter,  and 
let  his  basket  be  filled,  and  his  storehouse  abound  with 
plenty,  and  let  noi  the  good  things  of  the  earth  be  his  only 
portion,  but  let  him  be  found  among  those  to  whom  it  shall 
be  said,  'Thou  hast  been  faithful  over  a  few  things,  and 
I  will  make  thee  ruler  over  many.' 

"0  my  father  in  heaven  !  I  now  ask  thee  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  to  remember  Zion,  w^ilh  all  her  stakes,  and  with 
all  her  assemblies.  She  has  been  greviously  afflicted  and 
smitten  ;  she  has  mourned  j  she  has  Wept ;  her  enemies 
have  triumphed,  and  have  said,  '  Ah,  where  is  thy  God? ' 
Her  priests  and  prophets  have  groaned  in  chains  and  fet- 
ters within  the  gloomy  walls  of  prisons,  while  many  were 
slain,  and  now  sleep  in  the  arms  ot  death.  How  long,  O 
Lord,  shall  iniquity  triumph,  add  sin  go  unpunished? 

"Do  thou  arise  in  the  majesty  of  thy  strength,  and 
make  bare  thine  arm  in  behalf  of  thy  people.  Redress 
their  wrongs,  and  turn  their  sorrow  into  joy.  Pour  the 
spirit  of  light  and  knowledge,  grace  and  wisdom,  into  the 
hearts  of  her  prophets,  and  clothe  her  priests  with  salvation . 
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Lei  li^ht  and  knowledge  march  forth  through  the  empire 
of  darkness,  ndd  may  the  honest  in  hf  art  How  t6  their  stand» 
nrd,  and  join  in  tlic  march  to  go  forlii  to  meet  ihc  Bride- 
groom." 

*'  Let  the  peculiar  bJersing  rest  upon  the  presidency  of 
thy  church,  for  at  them  are  the  arrows  of  the  enemy  di* 
rected.  He  thou  to  them  a  sun  and  shield,  their  strong 
tower  and  hiding-place  ;  and  in  the  lime  of  distress  or  dan» 
gcr  be  thou  near  to  deliver.  Also  the  quorum  of  the 
twelve,  do  thou  be  pleased  to  stand  by,  for  thou  knowcst 
the  obstacles  Which  we  have  to  encounter,  the  temptations 
to  wiiich  we  are  exposed,  and  the  privations  which  we 
must  suffer.  Give  us,  therefore,  strength  accordmg  to  our 
day,  and  help  us  to  bear  a  faithful  testimony  of  Jesus  and 
his  gospel,  and  to  finish  with  fidelity  and  honor  the  work 
which  thou  hast  given  us  to  do,  and  then  give  us  a  place 
in  thy  glorious  kingdom.  And  let  this  blessing  rest  upon 
every  l*aiti\ful  officer  and  member  in  thy  church.  And  all 
the  glory  and  honor  will  we  ascribe  unto  God  aod  the 
Lamb  foi  ever  and  ever.    Amen." 


On  the  H)p  of  Mount  Olives  I  erected  a  pile  of  stones  as 
ft  witness  according  to  the  ancient  custom.  On  what  was 
anciently  called  Mount  Zion,  where  ti.e  temple  stood,  I 
erected  another,  and  used  the  rod  according  to  the  predic- 
tion upon  my  head. 

I  have  found  many  Jews  who  listened  with  intense  in- 
teresit.  The  idea  of  the  Jews  being  restored  to  Paie^tiae 
is  gaining  ground  in  Europe  almost  every  day.  Jerusa- 
lem is  strongly  fortified  with  many  cannon  upon  its  walls. 
The  wall  is  ten  feet  thick  on  the  sides  that  would  be  moat 
exposed,  and  four  or  five  feet  where  the  descent  from  the 
wall  is  almost  perpendicular.  The  number  of  inhabitants 
within  the  walls  is  about  twenty  thousand.  About  seven 
thousand  of  this  number  are  Jew-*,  the  balance  being  most- 
Turks  and  Armenians.  Miny  of  the  Jews  who  are  old 
go  to  this  place  to  die,  and  many  are  coming  from  Europe 
into  this  Eastern  world.  The  great  wheel  is  unquestion- 
ably in  motion,  and  the  word  of  the  Almighty  has  declared 
that  it  shall  roll. 

I  have  not  time  to  write  particulars  now,  hut  suffice  it 
to  say,  thit  my  mission  has  been  quite  as  prospcrom  as  I 
could  expect. 

I  am  now  about  to  go  on  board  a  fine  ship  for  Trieste, 
and  from  thence   I   intend  to  proceed  to  Regensburgh, 
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and  there  publish  our  faith  in  the   German   language. 

There  are  those  who  are  ready  and  willing  to  assist  me. 

I  send  you  this  Itiier  by  Captain  Withers,  an  English 
gentleman,  who  goes  direct  to  Erigland  on  boaid  the  Ori- 
ental steamer,     lie  has  come  with  nie  from  Jerusalem. 

If  I  had  money  sufficient  I  should  he  almost  tempted  to 
take  passage  on  board  of  her  to  England,  but  this  I  can- 
not do. 

On  receipt  of  this,  I  wish  vou  to  write  to  me  immedi- 
ately, and  direct  to  Eegen&burgh,  on  the  Danube,  Bey- 
cm,  or  Bavaria.  li  you  know  anything  of  my  family,  tell 
me. 

My  best  respects  to  yourself  and  f«mily,  to  brothers  Ad- 
ams and  Snow,  and  to  all  the  saints  in  England. 

May  grace,  mercy,  and  peace,  fr(  m  God  our  Father, 
and  from  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  rest  upon  you  all  from 
this  time,  henceferth,  and  for  ever.     Amen. 

Your  brother  in  Christ, 

.  Orson  Hyde. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Gager  died  on  the  loth  inst.,  at  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon. 


LETTER  IV. 

Jaffa,  October  20,  1841. 

Deak  Brothek  Pratt: 

Yesterday  1  arrived  in  this  place  from  Beyrout,  and  just 
ss  I  was  ahc"*  t?  :*."rt  Ircm  the  American  consul's  in  this 
place  to  Jerusalem,  at  a  most  enormous  price,  a  company 
of  English  gentlemen  rode  in  irom  Jerusalem  with  many 
servants  all  armed,  and  they  were  to  return  immediately 
to  Jerusalem,  and  I  can  go  for  Utile  or  nothing,  compara- 
tively speaking. 

I  have  only  time  to  say  a  few  words;  but  through  the 
favor  of  heaven  I  am  weil  and  in  good  spirits,  and  expect, 
in  a  day  or  two,  to  see  Jerusalem. 
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My  journey  hns  been  long  and  tedious,  nnd  consequent- 
ly expensive.  If  I  get  back  to  England  wiih  money 
enough  to  buy  my  dinner,  I  shall  tliink  myself  well  o(T. 

The  country  is  in  a  terrible  stale.  While  I  was  at  Bey- 
rout,  a  terrible  battle  was  (ought  in  Mount  Lebanon,  about 
six  hours'  walk  from  Beyrout,  between  ilie  Drcwzes  and 
Catholics.  It  was  said  that  .ibotit  four  hundred  were 
killed  on  each  side.  An  English  oflicer,  returning  from 
St.  Jean  d'Acrc  to  Beyrout,  was  taken  by  the  Drewzes, 
and  would  have  been  killed  had  not  the  Puchacomc  to  his 
rescue. 

He  said  that  ho  found  ten  human  bodies  in  the  street  on 
his  way  without  heads.  Thefts,  murders,  and  robberies 
are  taking  place  aMnoM  continually.  The  American  mis- 
sionarirs  in  Beyrout  and  Mount  Lebanon  have  had  notice 
from  the  Grand  Sultan,  through  our  minister  at  Constan- 
tinople, Commodore  Porter,  to  leave  the  country,  and  a 
prospect  that  all  the  missionaries  in  Syria  will  have  to 
leave.  This  is  only  conjecture,  however.  But  in  this,  if 
it  do  take  place,  I  can  see  plainly  the  hand  of  Providence. 
The  fact  is,  this  land  belongs  to  the  Jews  ;  and  the  present 
formation  thereof  shows  to  me  that  it  is  fast  working  back 
into  the  hands  of  its  rightful  heirs.  God  will,  in  due 
time,  drive  out  the  Canaanites,  so  that  no  more  a  Canaan- 
ite  shall  be  found  in  the  land,  or  in  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

I  find  that  almost  an  universal  anxiety  prevails  respect- 
ing the  return  of  the  Jews.  The  waters  are  troubled  be- 
cause the  Angel  has  descended.  My  heart  leaps  for  joy  at 
the  prospect  of  seeing  that  land,  and  there  tulfilling  my 
mission. 

When  we  left  Smyrna  for  Beyrout,  we  only  took  in 
stores  for  one  week,'  thinking  that  would  surely  be  sufli- 
cient,  as  the  voyage  is  usually  made  in  four  days  ;  but  we 
were  nineteen  days  on  the  passage.  A  number  of  days  I 
cat  snails  gathered  from  the  rocks,  but  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty was,  I  could  not  get  enough  of  them,  I  was  so 
weak  and  exhausted  that  I  could  not  go  on  shore  after  the 
slight  exertion  of  drawing  on  my  boots.  But  that  is  past; 
I  am  now  strong  and  well,  and  have  plenty  to  eat.  1  now 
have  nothing  but  land  pirates,  in  the  shape  of  Arabs,  to 
encounter.  An  Englishman  seeirts  like  a  brother,  let  his 
religion  be  what  it  may.  Vet  1  am  very  partial  to  the 
fulness  of  the  gospel ;  for  in  it  I  have  great  joy. 

The  servants  are  now  waiting  for  me,  and  I  must  gird 
on  my  arm*  and  be  off.  Yet  one  thing  I  will  notice, 
which  is  this  ; — On  my  passage  from  Beyrout  to  this  place, 
the  night  before  last,  at  one  o'clock,  as  I  wa«  meditating 
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on  the  deck  of  the  vessel,  as  she  was  beating  down  against 
a  sultry  schroke  wind,  a  very  bright  glittering  sword  ap- 
peared in  the  heavens,  about  two  yards  in  length,  with  a 
beautiful  hilt,  as  plain  and  complete  as  any  cut  you  ever 
saw.  And,  what  is  still  more  remarkable,  an  arm,  with  a 
perfect  hand,  stretched  itself  out  and  took  hold  on  the  hilt 
of  the  sword.  The  appearance  really  made  my  hair  rise, 
and  4he  flesh,  as  it  were,  to  crawl  on  my  bones.  The 
Arabs  made  a  wonderful  outcry  at  the  sight;  "O,  Allah, 
Allah,  Allah  !  '*  was  their  exclamation  all  over  the  vessel. 

I  mention  this  because  yotJ  kjjow  there  is  a  command- 
ment to  me  which  says,  "  Unto  you  it  shall  be  given  to 
know  the  signs  of  the  times,  and  the  sign  of  the  coming 
of  the  son  of  man." 

May  the  Lord  bless  you  all  in  England  and  in  America. 
And  I  pray  that  he  will  bless  my  wife,  and  my  dear  little 
children  ;  God  knows  that  I  want  to  see  them — yea,  and 
all  the  saints. 

I  have  many  particulars  that  I  would  like  to  write,  but 
tinie  will  not  allow  at  this  time.  You  will  hear  from  me 
'again  by  the  first  opportunity,  if  the  Arabs  don't  kill  me. 
There  is  no  post  here  ;  letters  are  sent  by  private  convey- 
ance, through  friends,  &c.  God  bless  you  and  the  cause 
of  Zion  is  my  last  prayer. 

My   love   to   brothers   Snow  and  Adams,   and   all    the 
brothers  and  sisters  in  the  communion  ;  pray  for  me. 
Yours,  in  great  haste. 

Okson  Hyde.  . 

*  Lord!  Lord!  Lord! 


THE  GATHERING  OF  ISRAEL. 

BY  MRS.  TINSLEY. 

(From  tlie  Monthly  Cljronicle  for  April.) 

A  sound  hath  pass'd  through  the  nations,  heard 
By  the  heart  alone,  when  its  depths  are  atirr'd, 
Mightier  than  that  of  storm-lifted  seas, 
Than  the  tempest's  rush  amid  forest  trees  ; 
Mighti^  than  sorrow's  earth-born  cry, 
Than  the  shout  of  kings  to  victory; 
And  still,  where  its  tale  hath  gone, 

A  voice  to  the  breeze  is  cast, 
"On  to  Jerusalem,  brothers,  on! 

We  have  gain'd  our  home  at  last  ! 
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♦'  Lifl  up  thine  hnnil.  ()  Inrnel!  yol 

From  ihe  depth*  nf  thn  dnrkiieH.t  roand  (hee  sot 

Rejoice,  for  the  chotton  of  the  Lord 

Hnvc  listened  once  more  to  iiis  livin*  ivoid; 

Calling  them  forth  from  the  nations  around, 

To  the  hallow'd  rcit  of  thoir  father's  ground: 

And  still,  as  the  goul  i^  won, 

Lei  the  thrilling  xhout  bo  past. 
On  to  Jerusalem,  hrothnrs,  on! 

We  have  gain'd  our  home  at   last! 

*'  Was  the  scoffer  strong  is  the  days  of  old, 
Fenced  by  his  idols  of  dusl-won  gold. 
Mocking  their  hope,  while  his  footsteps  trod 
With  the  prophet-gather'd  hosts  of  God  ? 
Heed  him  not  now  in  the  times  that  be. 
For  ours  is  no  common  destiny  ; 
But,  with  true  armor,  won 

Fiom  the  stores  of  the  mighty  past, 
On  to  Jerusalem,  boldly  on  ! 
We  have  gain'd  our  home  at  last  ! 

"  Did  the  desert  of  old  yield  its  gushing  wave. 
For  the  pilgrim-fathers  their  thirst  to  lave? 
Did  the  vision  of  God  before  them  stand. 
Guiding  their  steps  to  the  promis'd  land  ? 
And  shall  we,  their  children,  all  forget 
That  this  mighty  arm  is  our  refuge  yet } 
No!  by  the  hope  whereon 

We  have  lean'd  through  thi>  stormy  past! 
On  to  Jerusalem,  brothers,  on  ! 

We  have  gain'd  our  home  at  last  ! 

"Theie  flow  the  waters  that  flow'd  of  yore. 
Washing  no  trace  from  the  hallow'd  shore; 
There  rise  the  hills  where  our  fathers  bow'd 
When  the  voice  of  God  shook  the  riven  cloud  ; 
And  the  boughs  of  the  stately  cedar  thrill 
With  that  holy  bteath,  for  it  stirs  them  still: 
And  we,  are  we  call'd  upon 

By  a  voice  to  the  desert  cast  ? 
On  to  Jerusalem,  Israel,  on  ! 

We  have  gain'd  our  home  at  last  !" 


?. •**c^«»«^ti<.i*p** n^>o*«»»>iM(>wiji«»i>imemi  , 


\  KKHl. ...... ^    I  ;.  I,   .,  I,  \V  DISPENSATIO'. 


I. 


I 


f 


The  iiioriiiiig  breaks,  the  shadows  fleo, 
Lo!   Zion's  staixlard  is  nnfarrd! 

The  dawning  of  a  brighter  day 
Mojcstic  riacfl  on  the  world. 

The  clonds^ttf  error  disnnpear 
nLforc  the  rays  of  truth  divine — 

The  glory  bursting  from  afar, 

Wide  o'er  the  nations  soon  will  ihine. 

The  Gentile  fullness  no  v.-  comes  in, 
And  Israel's  blessings  are  at  hand: 

Lo!  Judah's  remnant,  cleans'd  from  sin, 
Shall  in  their  proii.is'd  (Canaan  stand. 

Jehovah  speal<8!  let  earth  give  ear, 
And  Gentile  nation.s  turn  and  live — 

Ilis  mighty  arm  is  making  baie 
ll'ta  cov'nant  people  to  receive. 

Angels  from  heav'n  and  truth  from  catfh 
Have  met,  and  both  have  record  bnrr 

Thns  Zioii's  li^lit  is  bursting  forth, 
To  bring  her  mnsom'd  children  ha.'uc. 


.V. 
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